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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


at  31st  December,  1961. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  . 

J.  F.  Galloway,  M.D.,  Ch.B., 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.M., 
D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . . 

F.  N.  Garratt,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.P.H.,  Ph.D. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 

Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer 

Marjorie  G.  Carnaghan,  M.B., 
B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
D.R.C.O.G.,  C.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officers 

Margaret  Ingham,  M.B.,Ch.B., 
D.C.H. 

Margaret  T.  Wood,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 
D.R.C.O.G.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Dental  Officer  ...  . 

T.  H.  Liptrot,  L.D.S. 

Tuberculosis*  . 

J.  Aspin,  M.A.,  M.D.,  Ch.B., 
D.M.R.D. 

R.  A.  Chand,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Analysts  . 

R.  K.  Chalmers,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 
C.  N.  Grange,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 

Health  Visiting. 

Superintendent . 

Miss  M.  Cole,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
H.V. 

Group  Advisers  . 

3. 

Health  Visitors  . 

10  (one  part-time). 

Nurses  . 

3  (one  part-time). 

Midwifery. 

Supervisor 

Mrs.  D.  K.  Rinkel,  S.R.N., 
S.C.M.,  M.T.D. 

District  Midwives  . 

22  (one  part-time). 

Premature  Baby  Nurse 

1. 

Home  Nursing. 

Superintendent . 

Miss  E.  Hill,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 
Q.D.N.  (to  25.6.61). 

Miss  M.  N.  Swift,  S.R.N.  Q.D.N 
S.C.M.  (from  26.6.61). 

Home  Nurses  . 

21  (5  part-time). 

Mental  Health  Service. 

Mental  Welfare  Officers 

F.  L.  Bird. 

Miss  E.  Bottomley. 

E.  V.  Oram,  S.R.N.,  R.M.D.N. 
A.  J.  Whyte,  S.R.N.,  R.M.N. 

Special  Training  Centre. 

Supervisor . 

Miss  H.  Chettle. 

Assistant  Supervisors 

7  and  1  general  assistant. 

Trainees  . 

2. 

Home  Help  Service. 

Organiser  . 

Miss  M.  Saunders. 

Assistant  Organiser  . 

Miss  E.  M.  Mansell. 

Home  Helps 

88  (75  part-time). 

Day  Nurseries. 

Matrons 

Miss  C.  Fitzgerald,  S.R.N. 

Miss  K.  A.  Murray,  C.N.N. 

Nursery  Assistants 

21. 

Domestic  Staff  . 

9  (six  part-time). 

After-Care  Officer  . 

Mrs.  N.  C.  Fry,  S.R.N. 

Chiropodists 

6  (all  part-time). 

Public  Health  Inspectors. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

F.  Binns  Hartley,  M.A.P.H.I., 
M.R.S.H. 

Specialist  Inspectors  . 

8. 

District  Inspectors 

6  (two  part  time). 

Pupil  Inspectors 

5. 

Clerical. 

Chief  Clerk  . 

J.  Darby. 

Clerks  . 

22. 

Clinic  Clerks  (part-time) 

10. 

Other  Staff. 

Rodent  Operatives 

1. 

Miscellaneous 

2. 

^Jointly  with  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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Health  Department, 

59,  Waterloo  Road, 

W  olverhampton . 

Tel.:  Wolverhampton  24281. 

To  :  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

This  report  on  the  health  of  Wolverhampton  during  1961 
relates  to  the  driest  year  since  1943.  The  rainfall  recorded  at  West 
Park  (22.74  inches)  was  43  per  cent  less  than  the  previous  year  (the 
wettest  in  63  years—  and  19  per  cent  less  than  the  average  rainfall 
calculated  over  64  years  (27.93  inches).  Rainfall  on  22  days, 
amounting  to  4.79  inches  produced  the  wettest  April  ever  recorded 
by  the  department.  Snow  fell  on  two  days  (29th  and  30th  Decem¬ 
ber),  the  minimum  temperature,  18°F  or  — 8°C,  was  recorded  on 
28th  December  and  the  maximum  temperature,  85°F  or  29°C,  was 
recorded  twice,  during  the  weekend  24th/25th  June  and  on  29th 
August. 

The  rise  in  the  number  of  unemployed  experienced  in  the  latter 
half  of  1960  continued  into  the  early  part  of  1961.  During  the 
summer  the  demand  increased  for  skilled  and  experienced  workers, 
particularly  in  engineering,  and  at  one  time  1,109  vacancies  in  the 
Wolverhampton  area  were  unfilled.  Later  the  demand  for  labour 
eased,  and  the  end  of  the  year  when  compared  with  the  beginning 
showed  an  increase  in  the  number  wholly  unemployed  but  a  decrease 
in  the  number  working  short-time. 

Following  the  census,  the  Registrar-General  estimated  the  mid¬ 
year  population  to  be  149,780.  a  swingeing  increase  of  4,620  or  over 
3  per  cent  in  12  months.  This  improbable  figure  is  due  to  under¬ 
estimation  of  the  population  in  recent  years  that  have  seen  the  arrival 
in  the  town  of  large  numbers  of  immigrants,  who  now  probably 
form  over  3  per  cent  of  the  population,  a  proportion  far  in  excess 
of  the  country  as  a  whole. 
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Housing  accommodation  both  qualitatively  and  quantitatively 
continues  to  be  the  main  environmental  problem  in  Wolverhampton. 
The  efforts  that  have  been  made  to  improve  its  quality  by  clearing 
away  the  slums  and  building  a  corresponding  number  of  new 
houses  are  clearly  being  successful.  The  efforts  to  provide  an 
adequate  quantity  of  housing  accommodation  for  all  who  require 
it  still  meet  difficulties. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  town  now  has  ceased 
increasing  significantly  for  the  completion  of  new  houses  is  almost 
balanced  by  demolition  of  slums  ;  the  quinquennium  beginning 
with  1946  saw  an  average  annual  increase  of  728  inhabited  houses  ; 
the  quinquennium  beginning  with  1951  saw  an  average  annual 
increase  of  435  inhabited  houses  ;  the  quinquennium  beginning 
with  1956  saw  an  average  annual  increase  of  101  inhabited  houses  ; 
the  increase  in  1961  was  30.  The  simultaneous  decline  in  the 
number  of  additional  houses,  the  arrival  of  large  numbers  of  immi¬ 
grants  since  1955,  and  an  increasingly  high  marriage  rate  have 
combined  to  accentuate  the  housing  shortage. 

The  marriage  rate  in  Wolverhampton  has  been  high  for  many 
years  and  is  still  rising  steadily.  In  1954  it  exceeded  the  national 
figure  by  15  per  cent,  in  1957  by  29  per  cent,  in  1960  by  38  per  cent 
and  in  1961  by  40  per  cent.  This  high  marriage  rate  implies  a 
corresponding  need  for  additional  homes. 

Births  (live  and  still)  in  Wolverhampton  rose  substantially  after 
the  war  to  a  maximum  of  3,451  in  1947.  This  was  followed  by  a 
general  decline  to  2,322  in  1957.  Since  then  the  number  of  births 
has  risen  rapidly  and  in  1961  there  were  2,835,  an  increase  of  over 
26  per  cent  in  four  years.  The  proportion  of  births  that  are  illegiti¬ 
mate  has  been  rising  steadily  from  4.1  per  cent  in  1951  to  9.7  per 
cent  in  1961. 

The  principal  causes  of  death  continue  to  be  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  circulation  (43.5  per  cent  of  all  deaths),  cancer  (18.1  per 
cent),  diseases  of  the  respiratory  tract  (17.8  per  cent),  suicide  and 
violence  (5.05  per  cent)  and  influenza  (2.9  per  cent)  ;  together  they 
accounted  for  87  per  cent  of  all  deaths. 
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The  epidemic  of  cancer  of  the  lung  continues  its  relentless 
progress.  The  first  time  the  condition  was  recorded  separately  in 
this  Annual  Report  was  1948  ;  in  the  three  years  1948/50  the 
average  numbers  of  deaths  due  to  it  annually  were  32  males  and  4 
females  ;  for  the  five  years  1951/55  the  figures  were  39  males  and 
6  females  ;  for  the  five  years  1956/60  the  figures  were  60  males  and 
8  females  ;  in  1961  they  were  81  males  and  14  females.  Attention 
again  must  be  drawn  (for  the  sixth  successive  year)  to  the  clear 
relationship  between  heavy  cigarette  smoking  and  the  majority  of 
deaths  from  this  condition  ;  this  relationship  is  incontrovertible  and 
no  amount  of  ingenious  chicanery  can  make  it  otherwise. 

Immunising  procedures  by  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
were  introduced  in  1929  with  protection  against  diphtheria,  followed 
by  vaccination  against  smallpox  in  1948.  These  procedures  were 
later  extended  to  protection  against  whooping  cough  in  1954, 
tuberculosis  (by  using  B.C.G.)  in  1955,  poliomyelitis  in  1956  and 
lastly  tetanus  in  1961.  Although  general  practitioners  now  also 
play  an  important  part  in  most  of  these  procedures,  in  1961  members 
of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department  protected  450  persons  against 
smallpox,  1,226  against  diphtheria,  1,316  against  whooping  cough, 
1,184  against  tetanus,  and  1,897  against  tuberculosis  (by  means  of 
B.C.G.).  With  the  exception  of  B.C.G.  which  is  administered  to 
senior  school  children,  most  of  the  other  protection  was  given  at 
the  clinics  to  young  children. 

Other  work  at  the  local  health  authority’s  clinics  grows  steadily. 
The  number  of  infants  attending  for  the  first  time  grew  from  1,600 
annually  in  the  period  1951/55  to  1,700  in  the  period  1956/60  and  to 
2,121  in  1961  ;  over  the  same  period  the  total  annual  attendances 
were  18,000,  22,000  and  28,247.  Similarly  the  number  of  new 
patients  attending  the  ante-natal  clinics  grew  from  1,870  in  the  period 
1951/55  to  1,980  in  the  period  1956/60  and  to  2,280  in  1961  ;  over 
the  same  periods  the  total  annual  attendances  were  8,500,  9,500  and 
10,898.  The  dental  care  provided  for  mothers  by  the  local  author¬ 
ities  shows  a  similar  trend  ;  in  1952,  the  year  before  the  work  was 
transferred  to  our  own  clinics,  6  mothers  were  provided  with  dental 
treatment  under  the  local  authority’s  scheme  ;  in  the  years  1953/55, 
the  first  three  years  in  the  clinics,  an  average  of  257  mothers  received 
treatment ;  in  the  years  1956/60  this  increased  to  an  average  of 
332  ;  in  1961  it  was  452. 
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The  domiciliary  midwifes  have  dealt  with  increasing  numbers 
of  patients.  In  the  years  1951/55  they  delivered  an  annual  average 
of  1,338  mothers  and  nursed  400  discharged  prematurely  from 
hospital  ;  in  the  years  1956/60  they  delivered  an  annual  average 
of  1,230  mothers  and  nursed  820  discharged  prematurely  from 
hospital  ;  in  1961  they  delivered  1,331  mothers  and  nursed  997 
discharged  prematurely  from  hospital.  Between  1951  when  they 
delivered  or  nursed  1,600  patients  and  1961  when  they  delivered  or 
nursed  2,328  patients,  the  number  of  patients  dealt  with  increased 
by  45  per  cent. 

The  introduction  on  1st  November,  1960  of  certain  provisions 
of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  did  not  allow  time  for  their  effects 
to  become  manifest  before  the  end  of  the  year  ;  their  operation 
throughout  1961  now  affords  the  first  opportunity  to  observe  their 
effects.  During  the  three  years  1957-59  consistent  figures  show 
that  an  annual  average  of  486  persons  were  referred  to  mental 
welfare  officers,  120  patients  were  admitted  to  New  Cross  Hospital 
for  observation  and  23  certified  and  203  voluntary  patients  were 
admitted  to  St.  George’s  Hospital,  Stafford  ;  mental  welfare 
officers  paid  150  visits  to  former  hospital  patients.  During  1961, 
under  the  new  Act,  985  persons  were  referred  to  mental  welfare 
officers,  20  informal  and  57  other  patients  were  admitted  to  New 
Cross  Hospital  and  61  informal  and  57  other  patients  were  admitted 
to  St.  George’s  Hospital  ;  mental  welfare  officers  paid  246  visits 
to  former  hospital  patients.  These  figures  show  that  before  the 
Act,  an  average  of  346  patients  were  admitted  annually  to  hospital 
and  the  admission  of  203  of  them  was  voluntary  (now  “informal”) 
and  143  were  unwilling  or  reluctant  to  enter  hospital  ;  that  after 
the  Act,  195  patients  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  81  of  them 
entered  voluntarily  or  informally  and  1 14  were  unwilling  or  reluctant 
to  do  so.  The  reduction  in  total  admissions  of  44  per  cent  (60  per 
cent  in  informal  patients  and  20  per  cent  in  reluctant  patients)  does 
not  reflect  diminished  pressure  on  the  psychiatric  service  for  referrals 
to  mental  welfare  officers  have  more  than  doubled  in  the  same  time  ; 
what  the  reduction  does  reflect  is  the  new  procedure  that  permits 
psychiatrists  to  admit  to  their  own  hospitals  patients  they  have  been 
called  to  see  in  a  consultant  capacity.  This  results  in  a  number  of 
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patients  entering  hospital  about  whom  the  local  health  authority  have 
no  knowledge  ;  it  also  results  in  psychiatrists  examining  all  patients 
before,  and  not  after  admission,  so  that  only  those  whose  need  is 
greatest  in  the  opinion  of  the  consultant  are  treated  as  in-patients, 
the  corollary  being  that  more  patients  receive  treatment  as  out¬ 
patients  or  in  their  homes  with  correspondingly  increased  demands 
for  support  from  the  services  of  the  local  authority. 

The  Home  Nursing  Service  also  shows  an  increase  in  work. 
In  the  years  1951/55  there  was  an  average  of  1,292  new  cases  a  year, 
33,000  visits  a  year  and  160  cases  concurrently  on  the  register  ;  in 
the  years  1956/60  the  average  figures  were  1,461  new  cases  a  year, 
43,000  visits  a  year  and  260  cases  concurrently  on  the  register  ;  in 
1961  the  figures  were  1,439  new  cases,  47,084  visits  a  year  and  303 
patients  concurrently  on  the  register.  Between  1951  and  1961  new 
cases  increased  by  33  per  cent,  visits  by  90  per  cent  and  patients 
concurrently  on  the  register  by  180  per  cent.  When  the  present 
method  of  classifying  visits  was  adopted  nine  years  ago,  less  than 
one  third  were  to  patients  aged  65  years  or  over  ;  last  year  these 
patients  received  more  than  two  thirds  of  all  the  visits. 

Similar  growth  is  seen  in  the  Home  Help  Service.  An  average 
of  452  patients  were  attended  annually  in  the  years  1951/55  ;  for 
the  years  1956/60  the  number  was  802  and  in  1961  it  was  1,143. 
Between  1951  and  1961  new  cases  increased  nearly  four-fold  and  the 
proportion  of  these  classified  as  chronic  cases  increased  from  33  per 
cent  to  63  per  cent. 

The  chiropody  service  established  in  July  1960  gave  1,466  treat¬ 
ments  in  the  second  six  months  of  1960,  and  5,669  during  the  twelve 
months  of  1961,  the  latter  all  to  people  of  pensionable  age.  The 
places  of  treatment  were  Health  Department  Clinics  in  44  per  cent, 
welfare  service  homes  in  22  per  cent,  the  patient’s  own  home  in  18 
per  cent  and  voluntary  homes  and  old  people’s  clubs  in  16  per  cent. 

A  laundry  service  established  in  November  1959  provides  a 
stock  of  bed  linen  at  the  Health  Department  that  is  issued  through 
the  Home  Nursing  Service  to  incontinent  patients  unable  to  provide 
or  wash  their  own  ;  the  sheets  when  soiled  are  collected  and  sent 
to  the  laundry  at  New  Cross  Hospital.  In  1961  over  2,200  sheets 
were  issued  to  patients. 


10 


The  preceding  paragraphs  delineate  the  particular  groups  in 
the  community  in  which  the  services  of  the  local  health  authority 
most  strongly  support  the  other  medical  services.  The  first  group 
consists  of  expectant  mothers,  80  per  cent  of  whom  in  Wolverhamp¬ 
ton  receive  ante-natal  care  at  clinics,  46  per  cent  receive  the  services 
of  a  domiciliary  midwife  and  15  per  cent  receive  dental  treatment. 
The  second  group  consists  of  children  ;  over  75  per  cent  of  babies 
in  Wolverhampton  attend  child  welfare  clinics  where  many  also 
receive  vaccination  and  immunisation  ;  most  of  them  subsequently 
come  under  the  supervision  of  the  school  health  service  with  its 
particular  interest  in  handicapped  pupils  and  in  the  provision  of 
dental  care.  Thirdly,  with  the  operation  of  the  Mental  Health 
Act,  1959  greater  responsibility  was  placed  on  local  health  author¬ 
ities  in  dealing  with  mental  disorder,  possibly  the  most  important 
medical  problem  in  adult  life.  Fourthly,  the  growing  proportion 
of  old  people  in  the  community  is  increasing  the  demand  for  home 
nursing,  home  help,  chiropody  and  laundry  services. 

Wolverhampton,  like  other  local  health  authorities  interested 
to  know  what  the  future  holds  for  them,  will  have  noted  that  the 
Minister  of  Health  recently  reaffirmed  that  the  first  duty  of  a  health 
service  is  to  prevent  illness  and  disability,  and  where  they  do  occur, 
care  in  the  home  and  in  the  community  should  be  provided  for  all 
who  do  not  require  services  that  only  the  hospital  can  provide.  This 
acknowledges  that  local  authorities,  the  traditional  instrument  for 
providing  environmental  services,  are  as  providers  of  personal  health 
services  an  essential  and  increasingly  important  component  of  the 
National  Health  Service. 

In  the  light  of  the  Minister’s  pronouncement,  two  groups  of 
services  call  for  special  consideration  in  Wolverhampton — those 
associated  with  midwifery  and  those  associated  with  the  care  of  the 
aged.  The  institutional  accommodation  for  midwifery  is  insuffic¬ 
ient  to  meet  the  demand,  a  demand  intensified  by  the  presence  of 
large  numbers  of  immigrants  with  a  high  birth  rate  and  with  a 
tendency  to  overcrowd  their  homes  to  an  extent  that  makes  domicil¬ 
iary  confinement  impracticable  ;  in  1961  about  30  per  cent  of 
admissions  on  social  grounds  for  confinement  came  from  approx- 
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imately  3  per  cent  of  the  population  who  are  recent  immigrants. 
At  first  sight  the  obvious  solution  is  the  provision  of  more  maternity 
beds  but  if  they  are  provided  there  would  be  difficulty  in  staffing 
them,  for  married  women  who  are  the  only  available  reservoir  of 
labour  are  seldom  willing  to  let  their  families  suffer  the  inconven¬ 
iences  of  a  make-shift  domestic  life  ;  another  solution  is  early 
discharge  (already  extensively  practised  in  this  area)  as  it  allows 
more  patients  to  pass  through  the  hospital  but  it  also  imposes  a 
greater  load  on  the  domiciliary  midwifery  service  that  cannot  be 
expected  to  deal  with  more  than  a  limited  amount  of  maternity 
nursing  ;  a  further  suggestion  sometimes  made  that  domiciliary 
midwives  should  have  to  work  in  hospital  when  required  will  only 
succeed  in  emptying  the  ranks  of  domiciliary  midwifery.  As  the 
patient’s  home  is  the  only  place  where  an  adequate  supply  of  mid¬ 
wives  can  be  assured,  the  practicable  solution  of  the  problem  and 
one  in  accordance  with  the  Minister’s  policy  is  to  make  domiciliary 
midwifery  satisfactory  to  the  mother,  which  means  more  skilled 
midwives  working  in  good  homes  with  adequate  domestic  help. 

The  other  group,  the  services  associated  with  the  care  of  the 
aged,  includes  home  nursing  and  domestic  help,  both  intended  to 
enable  people  to  be  cared  for  in  their  own  homes.  The  number  of 
old  people  is  increasing  steadily  and  ultimately  they  all  require  care 
that  increases  the  longer  they  live.  This  calls  for  adequate  provision 
of  institutional  accommodation  if  the  home  life  of  young  people  is 
not  to  be  disorganised  and  if  unreasonable  calls  are  not  to  be  made 
on  the  domiciliary  services.  This  accommodation  is  provided  both 
by  regional  hospital  boards  in  the  geriatric  wards  of  hospitals  and  by 
local  authorities  in  welfare  homes.  The  line  of  demarkation 
between  the  types  of  patient  suitable  for  each  type  of  accommoda¬ 
tion  is  tenuous  and  not  of  great  importance  ;  what  is  important  is 
that  the  combined  provision  should  be  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the 
area.  Wolverhampton  has  made  reasonable  provision  quantit¬ 
atively  and  now  is  engaged  in  raising  its  quality  ;  the  Ten  Year 
Hospital  Plan  gives  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  an  opportunity 
of  increasing  its  contribution  to  the  needs  of  the  area. 
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The  net  expenditure  in  Wolverhampton  on  the  services  of  the 
local  health  authority  per  thousand  population  for  the  financial 
year  1960/1  was  £1,375.  The  average  for  the  county  boroughs  was 
£1,416  per  thousand  population  and  variations  extended  from  £1,944 
(Salford),  £1,868  (Rotherham),  £1,867  (Newcastle-upon-Tyne)  and 
£1,830  (Nottingham)  at  one  extreme  to  £974  (Birkenhead),  £961 
(Chester),  £945  (Northampton)  and  £935  (Tynemouth)  at  the  other. 

If  the  average  net  expenditure  of  all  county  boroughs  is  repres¬ 
ented  as  100  per  cent,  then  Wolverhampton’s  net  expenditure  was 
97  per  cent.  On  individual  items  Wolverhampton’s  expenditure 
was  above  the  average  on  midwifery  (132  per  cent),  care  of  mothers 
and  children  (108  per  cent),  ambulance  services  (106  per  cent), 
vaccination  and  immunisation  (105  per  cent)  and  health  visiting 
(105  per  cent)  ;  it  was  below  average  on  prevention  of  illness  care 
and  after  care  (61  per  cent),  domestic  help  (70  per  cent),  home 
nursing  (75  per  cent),  mental  health  (83  per  cent)  and  administration 
(94  per  cent). 

The  bare  statements  and  dry  statistics  that  occupy  most  of 
this  report  tend  to  obscure  the  fact  that  it  is  largely  a  record  of  the 
work  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department.  We  all  are  conscious 
of  and  encouraged  by  the  sustained  interest  of  the  Council  and 
particularly  of  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

J.  F.  GALLOWAY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  I. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 
A.  Summary  of  Statistics. 

I.  Comparison  of  Statistics. 


1931. 

1941. 

1951. 

1960. 

1961. 

’opulation 

133,190 

144,920 

162,000 

145,160 

149,780 

Vrea  in  Acres 

7,105 

9,126 

9,126 

9,126 

9,126 

nhabited  houses 

31,500 

40,782 

44,983 

46,251 

46,281 

lirth  Rate  (live) 

(per  1 ,000  population) 

17.1 

17.5 

17.2 

17.5 

18.6 

)eath  Rate 

(per  l  ,000  population) 

11.9 

11.2 

11.8 

11.3 

12.3 

nfant  Mortality  Rate 

(per  1,000  live  births) 

69 

50 

40 

23.3 

25.2 

till  Birth  Rate 

(per  1,000  total  births) 

40.5 

30.9 

24.5 

21.6 

19.4 

laternal  Mortality  Rate 

(per  1 ,000  total  births) 

2.18 

2.8 

0.35 

0.77 

0.71 

ancer  Death  Rate 

(per  1 ,000  population) 

1.31 

1.52 

1.64 

2.11 

2.22 

uberculosis  Death  Rate 

(per  1 ,000  population) 

0.78 

0.66 

0.51 

0.07 

0.10 

Pulmonary  only 

0.93 

0.52 

0.48 

0.07 

0.10 

Lateable  Value  £729,560 

£972,269 

£1,071,754  £2, 

382,549  £2,428,584 

roduct  of  Penny  Rate 

£2,800 

£3,823 

£4,346 

£9,731 

£9,823 
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2.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  1961. 


Population  (Registrar-General’s 


mid-year  estimate) 

149,780. 

Live  Births.  Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Legitimate  1,259 

1,255 

2,514 

Illegitimate  134 

132 

266 

Total  1,393 

1,387 

2,780 

18.6 

per  1,000  population. 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate  24 

23 

47 

Illegitimate  4 

4 

8 

Total  28 

27 

55 

0.37 

per  1,000  population. 

19.4 

per  1,000  total  births. 

Deaths  1,015 

825 

1,840 

12.3 

per  1,000  population. 

Natural  Increase 

940. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Legitimate  28 

31 

59 

23.5 

per  1,000  live 
legitimate  births. 

Illegitimate  8 

3 

11 

41.4 

per  1,000  live 
illegitimate  births. 

Total  36 

34 

70 

25.2 

per  1,000  live  births. 

Neo-natal  Mortality. 

(deaths  under 

4  weeks)  25 

30 

55 

19.8 

per  1,000  live  births. 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality. 

(deaths  under 

1  week)  20 

26 

46 

16.5 

per  1,000  live  births. 

Perinatal  Mortality. 

(Stillbirths  and 

deaths  under 

1  week)  48 

53 

101 

35.6 

per  1 ,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 

Maternal  Mortality. 

2 

2 

0.71  per  1,000  total 

(live  and  still)  births. 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonary  10 

5 

15 

0.100  per  1,000  population, 

Non-pulmonary  — 

— 

— 

Total  10  5 

Deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases. 

Influenza  30  23 

Gastro-enteritis  6  3 

Syphilitic 

disease  2  1 

Deaths  from 

Cancer  195  138 

Area  Comparability  Factors. 

Births  0.99 

Deaths  1.08 


15  0. 1 00  per  1 ,000  population. 

53 

9 

3 

333  2.22  per  1,000  population. 


15 

TABLE  I 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1961. 


ES  OF  DEATH. 

Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  Residents 
within  the  Borough. 

Male. 

All 

ages. 

Female. 

All 

ages. 

Total. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  and 

under 

5  vrs. 

5  and 

under 

15  yrs. 

15  and 

under 

25  vrs. 

25  and 

under 

45  vrs. 

s' - 

45  and 

under 

65  vrs. 

•/  — 

65  and 

under 

75  vrs. 

• 

C/5  • 

•  fell 

O 

ses  . 

1,015 

825 

1,840 

70 

7 

4 

19 

85 

436 

447 

772 

ilosis,  Respiratory 

10 

5 

15 

3 

9 

2 

1 

llosis,  other 

ic  Disease 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

2 

— 

ococcal  Infection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

nfective  and 

itic  Diseases 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

of  Stomach 

22 

22 

44 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

16 

13 

of  Lung, 

:hus  . 

81 

14 

95 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

56 

29 

6 

of  Breast 

— 

27 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

13 

7 

4 

of  Uterus 

— 

10 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

3 

2 

dalignant  and 

hatic  Neoplasms 

87 

62 

149 

— 

— 

— 

2 

11 

49 

42 

45 

nia,  Aleukaemia 

5 

3 

8 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

— 

l 

3 

7 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

7 

r  lesions  of 

•us  system 

113 

141 

254 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

41 

71 

137 

y  Disease,  Angina 

135 

89 

224 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

62 

56 

99 

nsion  with  Heart 

se 

17 

16 

33 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

12 

12 

leart  Disease  ... 

105 

142 

247 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

33 

40 

167 

irculatory  disease 

20 

23 

43 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

14 

23 

a 

30 

23 

53 

2 

— 

— 

1 

2 

11 

18 

19 

nia 

101 

74 

175 

8 

1 

2 

1 

1 

25 

30 

107 

is  . 

110 

31 

141 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

47 

45 

47 

seases  of 

atory  system 

5 

7 

12 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

3 

6 

2 

tf  Stomach  and 

:enum 

15 

6 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

6 

9 

,  Enteritis  and 

loea  . 

6 

3 

9 

3 

1 

, - 

_ 

___ 

2 

3 

— — 

ss  and  Nephrosis 

2 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

1 

asia  of  prostate 

11 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

9 

zy,  Childbirth, 

uion  . 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

tial 

rrmations 

7 

14 

21 

14 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

rifined  and 

med  diseases 

62 

72 

134 

41 

1 

— 

1 

4 

23 

26 

38 

Vehicle  accidents 

20 

7 

27 

— 

1 

1 

6 

9 

5 

3 

2 

rr  accidents 

26 

11 

37 

— 

2 

— 

— 

7 

4 

4 

20 

... 

16 

10 

26 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

9 

5 

2 

ee  and  operations 

•  4*  444  4*4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

B  General  Statistics. 


1.  Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  population  on  the 
30th  June,  1961  was  149,780  an  increase  of  4,620  over  the  previous 
year. 

The  proportion  of  the  population  who  were  under  15  years 
of  age  was  estimated  to  be  22.4  per  cent  ;  the  proportion  for 
England  and  Wales  was  22.9  per  cent. 

The  substantial  increase  of  estimated  population  in  one  year 
is  attributable  to  the  Census  taken  on  23rd  April,  1961  which 
provided  a  reliable  figure  upon  which  estimates  can  now  be  based. 

2.  Inhabited  Houses. 

On  the  31st  March,  1961  there  were  46,281  inhabited  pro¬ 
perties.  The  types  of  premises  and  their  numbers  were  : — 


Domestic 

...  44,855 

House  shops 

1,101 

Off  licences 

50 

Unlicensed  hotels  and  boarding  houses 

32 

Licensed  premises 

243 

The  number  of  additional  dwellings  brought  into  rate  in  the 
year  ending  3 1st  March,  1961  was  648  and  the  number  taken  out 
of  assessment  was  618,  giving  an  increase  of  30. 

3.  Live  Births. 

Live  births  consisted  of  1,393  males  and  1,387  females,  a 
total  of  2,780  (246  more  than  in  1960)  giving  a  birth  rate  of  18.6 
per  thousand  population  ;  when  the  area  comparability  factor 
of  0.99  is  applied,  this  is  reduced  to  18.4  per  thousand.  The  birth 
rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  17.4. 

Of  these  2,780  births  266  or  9.6  per  cent  were  illegitimate. 
Last  year  the  proportion  was  8.5  per  cent. 

4.  Still  Births. 

These  numbered  55  (of  which  8  were  illegitimate).  These  55 
represented  a  rate  of  19.4  per  thousand  total  births  (live  and  still). 
The  still  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  18.7 
per  thousand  total  births. 
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5.  Marriages. 

The  number  of  marriages  registered  in  Wolverhampton  during 
the  year  was  1,591,  representing  a  marriage  rate  of  21.2  per 
thousand  population.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15.1 
per  thousand  population. 

6.  Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths,  comprising  1,015  males  and  825  females, 
was  1,840  giving  a  death  rate  of  12.3  per  thousand  population  ;  when 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.08  is  applied  this  rate  is  increased 
to  13.3  per  thousand.  The  death  rate  for  Endand  and  Wales  was 
12.0. 


The  principal  causes  of  death  were  : — 
(a)  Disease  of  heart  and  circulation. 


Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous 


system 

254 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

224 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

33 

Other  heart  disease 

247 

Other  circulatory  disease 

43 

801 

(43.5% 

of  all  deaths). 

(b)  Cancer 

(c)  Diseases  of  respiratory  tract. 

333 

(18.1% 

of  all  deaths). 

Pneumonia 

175 

Bronchitis 

141 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

12 

328 

(17.8% 

of  all  deaths). 

(d)  Suicide  and  Violence. 

Suicide 

26 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

27 

All  other  accidents 

37 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

3 

93 

(  5.05% 

of  all  deaths). 

(e)  Influenza 

53 

(  2.9% 

of  all  deaths). 

(f)  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

21 

(  1.14%  of  all  deaths). 

(g)  Congenital  malformations 

21 

(  1.14%  of  all  deaths). 

(h)  Tuberculosis — all  forms 

15 

(  0.82% 

of  all  deaths). 

(i)  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

11 

(  0.60% 

of  all  deaths). 

(j)  Diabetes 

10 

(  0.54% 

of  all  deaths). 

Of  the  1,840  deaths  of  persons  normally  resident  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton  1,658  occurred  within  the  borough.  Of  these  deaths 
occurring  in  the  borough  59  %  took  place  at  home,  15  %  in  the  Royal 
Hospital,  10%  in  the  general  wards  of  New  Cross  Hospital,  9%  in 
the  geriatric  wards  of  New  Cross  Hospital,  4%  in  welfare  homes  and 
3  %  in  other  institutions. 
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7.  Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  1 1  deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  under  one  year 
of  age  (or  41.4  per  thousand  illegitimate  births)  and  59  deaths  of 
legitimate  infants  (or  23.5  per  thousand  legitimate  births).  The 
total  of  70  represents  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  25.2  per  thousand 
live  births  ;  the  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  was  21.4 
per  thousand  live  births.  Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  old 
numbered  55  giving  a  neonatal  death  rate  of  19.8  per  thousand  live 
births  ;  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  15.5.  Deaths  of 
infants  under  one  week  old  numbered  46,  giving  an  early  neonatal 
mortality  of  16.5  per  thousand  live  births. 

8.  Perinatal  Mortality. 

Still  births  numbered  55  and  deaths  of  infants  under  one  week 
old  numbered  46,  giving  a  total  of  101  perinatal  deaths  or  35.6 
per  thousand  live  and  still  births.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
was  32.2. 

9.  Maternal  Mortality. 

Two  maternal  deaths  occurred  ;  one  in  a  twin  pregnancy 
(first  pregnancy)  was  due  to  “pericardial  effusion  due  to  toxaemia 
of  pregnancy  due  to  hydatiform  mole”;  the  other  (a  second  preg¬ 
nancy)  followed  a  miscarriage  at  4J  months,  was  due  to  “afibrino- 
genaemia  due  to  premature  rupture  of  membranes  ;  small  haemor¬ 
rhage  into  right  broad  ligament  via  tear  in  lower  uterine  segment.” 
The  patients  were  aged  24  and  21  years  respectively  and  the  latter 
was  a  Jamaican. 

As  there  were  2.835  live  and  still  births,  these  deaths  gave 
a  mortality  rate  of  0.7 1  per  thousand  live  and  still  births.  The  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  was  0.33,  including  deaths  due  to  abortion. 

10.  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 

There  were  15  deaths  from  tuberculosis  representing  a  tuber¬ 
culosis  death  rate  of  0.100  per  thousand  population.  The  rate  for 
England  and  Wales  was  0.072  per  thousand. 

Respiratory  tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  ah  these  deaths  ; 
10  were  males  aged  25  and  upwards  and  5  were  females  aged  25 
and  upwards  ;  of  these,  all  except  1  male  and  2  females  were  aged 
45  and  upwards. 
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11.  Deaths  from  Infectious  and  Notifiable  Diseases. 

There  were  175  deaths  from  pneumonia  (representing  1.17  per 
thousand  population)  but  only  a  small  proportion  of  these  deaths 
occurred  among  the  79  cases  of  pneumonia  which  were  notified  ; 
107  of  the  deaths  were  of  patients  aged  75  years  or  more. 

In  addition  to  53  deaths  due  to  influenza  and  15  due  to  tuber¬ 
culosis,  other  deaths  from  infectious  diseases  included  two  men 
aged  63  and  70,  and  a  woman  of  72  years  who  died  of  the  late 
results  of  syphilis.  There  were  nine  deaths  from  gastritis,  enteritis 
and  diarrhoea,  four  of  them  being  under  two  years  of  age. 


12.  Deaths  from  Cancer. 

There  were  333  deaths  from  cancer,  giving  a  death  rate  of 
2.22  per  thousand  population  ;  for  England  and  Wales  the  rate 
was  2.16. 

Of  these  deaths  195  occurred  in  males  and  the  more  frequent 
sites  of  the  disease  were  lungs  and  bronchi  (81  cases),  stomach  (22), 
prostate  (17),  large  intestine  (12)  and  rectum  (6). 

Among  the  138  deaths  which  occurred  in  females  the  most 
frequent  sites  of  the  disease  were  the  breast  (27  cases),  stomach 
(22),  lungs  and  bronchi  (14),  uterus  (10),  and  liver  (6). 

The  death  rate  from  cancer  of  the  lungs  and  bronchi  was  0.63 
per  thousand  ;  for  England  and  Wales  it  was  0.49.  The  death 
rate  from  cancer  in  other  sites  was  1.59  per  thousand  ;  for  England 
and  Wales  it  was  1.67. 

13.  Sickness  Claims. 

New  claims  for  sickness  benefit  (excluding  industrial  disease 
or  industrial  injury  claims)  submitted  to  the  Wolverhampton  office 
of  the  Ministry  of  National  Insurance  during  1961  numbered  39,355 
with  a  weekly  average  of  757  ;  the  most  claims  in  a  week  were 
2,228  and  2,019  which  occurred  in  the  weeks  ending  17th  January 
and  10th  January  ;  the  fewest  claims  in  a  week  were  264  and  418 
which  occurred  in  the  weeks  ending  8th  and  1st  August.  The 
weekly  average  of  757  was  above  that  of  1960  which  was  667. 
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14.  Cremations. 

A  total  of  1,691  cremations  took  place,  a  decrease  of  10  on 
last  year’s  figure.  This  total  included  802  persons  resident  in 
Wolverhampton,  who  accordingly  constituted  41.5  per  cent  of  those 
cremated.  They  represented  43.6  per  cent  of  all  Wolverhampton 
deaths. 

Post-mortem  examinations  were  carried  out  in  368  cases  ;  228 
were  at  the  request  of  coroners,  and  of  these  140  were  performed 
by  expert  pathologists.  One  post-mortem  examination  was  made  by 
an  expert  pathologist  at  the  request  of  the  medical  referee.  On  no 
occasion  was  cremation  refused. 

C.  Natural  and  Social  Conditions. 

1.  Situation. 

Wolverhampton  stands  astride  a  ridge  which  is  the  water-shed 
between  the  Severn  and  Trent ;  to  the  east  the  land  slopes  down 
to  and  merges  with  the  industrial  area  of  the  Black  Country,  and 
to  the  west  it  spreads  out  to  the  Shropshire  plain.  The  highest 
points  in  the  borough,  about  600  feet  above  sea  level,  are  in 
Bushbury  to  the  north  and  Upper  Penn  to  the  south  ;  the  lowest 
points,  less  than  350  feet  above  sea  level,  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
airport  and  racecourse. 

2,  Meteorology. 

In  Wolverhampton,  1961  was  the  driest  year  since  1943  ;  the 
rainfall  recorded  at  the  West  Park  amounted  to  22.74  inches,  which 
is  a  decrease  of  43  per  cent  on  the  total  for  1960  (39.56  inches) 
and  19  per  cent  less  than  the  average  annual  rainfall  calculated 
over  sixty-four  years  (27.93  inches). 

Rain  was  measured  on  177  days  as  against  198  days  in  the 
previous  year  when  the  rainfall  recorded  on  each  of  the  four  wettest 
days  exceeded  1  inch  whereas  in  1961  the  four  wettest  days  were 
as  follows  : — 


July  12th 
April  13  th 
April  25th 
July  10th 


0.79  inches. 


0.74 

0.73 

0.54 


99 
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The  wettest  months  were  as  follows  : — 

April 

4.79  inches. 

July 

2.52  „ 

October 

2.28  ., 

August  . 

2.12  „ 

It  certainly  was  a  very  “showery”  April ;  in  fact  it  was  the 
wettest  April  ever  recorded  by  the  department,  rainfall  being 
registered  on  22  days.  (The  previous  April  had  been  the  driest 
month  of  the  year  with  1.17  inches).  It  is  interesting  to  note  that 
although  July,  August  and  October  were  three  of  the  wettest 
months,  the  amount  recorded  in  each  instance  was  actually  below 
the  average  rainfall  for  the  month  concerned. 

The  rainfall  for  the  summer  months  of  May  to  September 
(inclusive)  was  7.91  inches,  recorded  on  sixty-seven  days,  compared 
with  a  total  of  16.50  inches  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1960, 
registered  on  sixty-six  days.  May  (0.89  inches)  and  June  (0.79 
inches)  were  two  of  the  three  driest  months  of  1961.  The  only 
rainfall  recorded  from  the  7th  to  the  25th  May  (inclusive)  was  0.09 
inches  on  the  14th.  Rain  fell  on  ten  days  during  May  and  on  eight 
days  during  June.  Of  the  2.52  inches  that  fell  during  July,  2.16 
inches  were  recorded  during  one  week  (10th  to  16th);  the  only 
rainfall  registered  from  the  17th  to  30th  (inclusive)  fell  on  the  27th 
(.07  inches).  The  rainfall  for  the  month  of  September  amounted 
to  1.59  inches  which  fell  on  fifteen  days;  the  only  rainfall  recorded 
from  the  15th  to  the  25th  (inclusive)  was  0.01  inches  on  the  23rd. 

March  was  the  driest  month  of  the  year  ;  in  fact,  it  was  the 
driest  March  since  1931.  Rain  fell  on  only  seven  days  and 
amounted  to  0.38  inches  of  which  0.18  inches  was  recorded  on  the 
18th.  There  was  no  rainfall  during  the  first  seventeen  days.  The 
month  was  also  a  mild  one  ;  the  maximum  temperature  was  66.0° 
with  only  one  minimum  temperature  below  32°. 

The  maximum  temperature  during  the  year  was  85°  which  was 
recorded  twice  (24th/25th  June  and  29th  August).  The  temperature 
exceeded  80°  on  three  other  occasions — ,at  the  end  of  June  and  at 
the  beginning  of  both  July  and  September.  Shade  temperatures  of 
70°  and  over  were  registered  on  only  twenty-five  occasions  and 
were  all  recorded  during  the  period  May  to  September,  inclusive. 
June  and  July  were  the  warmest  months  with  nine  and  seven  shade 
temperatures  of  70°  and  over  respectively. 


22 


Minimum  temperatures  of  32°  and  below  numbered  thirty - 
seven,  of  which  eleven  and  seventeen  were  recorded  in  the  months 
of  January  and  December  respectively.  Thirteen  of  the  December 
entries  were  consecutive  and  covered  the  period  16th  to  the  31st, 
during  which  only  one  reading  reached  30°.  The  maximum  and 
minimum  temperatures  for  this  period  together  with  rainfall  were 
as  follows  : — 

Temperature. 


December. 

Maximum. 

Minimum. 

Rainfall 

16th/ 17th 

45.0 

27.0 

— 

18th 

29.0 

25.0 

— 

19th 

31.0 

24.0 

— 

20th 

33.0 

27.0 

— 

21st 

38.0 

30.0 

— - 

22nd 

39.0 

27.0 

— 

23rd/24th 

32.0 

21.0 

— 

25th 

33.0 

23.0 

— 

26th 

31.0 

23.0 

— 

27th 

32.0 

20.0 

— 

28th 

25.0 

18.0 

— 

29th 

33.0 

25.0 

.04  (s) 

30th/31st 

34.0 

21.0 

.02  (s) 

The  lowest  temperatures  for  the  year  were  recorded  during 
ufie  above-mentioned  period.  Snow  was  recorded  on  only  two 
days  (29th  and  30th  December).  The  coldest  day  was  the  28th 
December. 

Rainfall  was  registered  on  eighteen  days  during  January  and 
amounted  to  2.06  inches  while  the  total  for  February  was  1.91 
inches  recorded  on  15  days.  No  rain  fell  during  the  period  12th 
to  the  22nd  February,  but  the  total  was  average  for  the  month.  It 
was  the  mildest  February  in  Britain  for  more  than  120  years. 

The  feature  of  October’s  weather  was  its  warm  nights. 
November’s  rainfall  of  1.59  inches,  distributed  over  16  days,  was 
well  below  average  for  the  month  and  the  rainfall  for  December 
amounted  to  1.82  inches,  which  fell  during  the  first  half  of  the 
month. 
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3.  Water  Supply. 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Undertaking  supplies  a 
population  of  about  342,300  (compared  with  338,700  in  1960)  in 
Wolverhampton  and  some  surrounding  districts  and  obtains  its 
water  from  several  sources.  These,  and  the  quantity  in  gallons  taken 
from  them  daily  in  1961  are  : — 


Cosford  Works — river 

2,138,000 

Cosford  Works— well 

1,775,000 

Tettenhall  Works — boreholes 

1,047,000 

Dimmingsdale  Works— boreholes 

2,972,000 

Hilton  Works — boreholes 

3,091,000 

Stableford  Works — boreholes 

2,114,000 

Bratch  Works — well 

2,114,000 

Tomhill  Works — borehole 

1,372,000 

Goldthorn  Hill  Works — well 

— 

Rindleford  Works — borehole 

488,000 

Copley  Works — borehole 

294,000 

Purchased 

394,000 

Of  592  samples  of  water  going  into  distribution  and  subjected 
to  bacteriological  examination,  580  did  not  contain  any  coliform 
organisms  per  100  ml. 

Of  420  samples  of  water  taken  from  the  distribution  system 
and  subjected  to  bacteriological  examination,  400  contained  no 
coliform  organisms  per  100ml. 

4.  Occupations. 

The  employed  population  of  the  Wolverhampton  area  is  dis¬ 
tributed  in  the  following  proportions  among  the  three  major 


groupings. 

Extractive  industries 

(e.g.  agriculture,  coalmining) 

1.5%  approx. 

Manufacturing  industries 

55.5%  „ 

Provision  of  services 

(including  transport,  power, 
building,  etc) 

43.0%  „ 

The  greatest  concentration  of  employees  is  found  in  the  manu¬ 
facturing  industries,  and  within  this  group  the  majority  (44.5%  of 
the  total  employed  population)  are  employed  in  the  four  industries 
vehicles,  engineering,  metal  goods,  and  metal  manufacture. 
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5.  Unemployment.  ' 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  a  considerable 
increase  in  the  numbers  of  persons  working  short-time  due  to  the 
position  in  the  motor  car  industry.  Nevertheless  the  overall 
employment  situation  remained  relatively  stable  with  a  continuing 
shortage  of  skilled  and  experienced  workers  in  a  wide  variety  of 
industries.  During  the  summer  there  was  an  increased  demand  for 
these  workers,  particularly  in  engineering,  and  in  July,  at  the  peak 
of  demand,  there  were  1,109  vacancies  unfilled. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  demand  for  labour  eased  and 
there  was  a  decrease  in  the  opportunities  for  unskilled  workers, 
both  for  labouring  jobs  and  for  training  in  semi-skilled  work. 
Opportunities  for  skilled  and  experienced  workers  had  remained 
fairly  reasonable.  The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  rather 
uncertain,  there  being  457  vacancies  unfilled  in  December  com¬ 
pared  with  932  in  January. 

Short  time  working  in  the  area  reached  a  peak  of  approxi¬ 
mately  1,700  at  the  end  of  January,  but  by  mid-March  this  number 
had  almost  disappeared.  Although  some  short-time  working 
continued  throughout  the  year,  the  number  affected  in  December 
was  only  300,  most  of  whom  were  losing  one  shift  per  week. 

The  entry  of  coloured  immigrants,  the  majority  of  whom  were 
West  Indian,  continued  at  a  higher  rate  than  previous  years,  and 
many  arrivals  had  considerable  difficulty  in  finding  employment. 

Once  again  the  year  closed  with  future  prospects  somewhat 
uncertain.  Comparison  with  the  position  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year  showed  an  increase  in  the  numbers  of  wholly  unemployed 
but  a  decrease  in  the  numbers  working  short  time. 

SECTION  II. 

HEALTH  SERVICES  OF  THE  AREA. 

A.  Hospital,  Specialist  and  Allied  Services. 

1.  Hospitals. 

The  Wolverhampton  Hospital  Management  Committee  is 
responsible  for  institutions  and  clinics  in  an  area  extending  from 
Wolverhampton  to  Bridgnorth,  Much  Wenlock,  Broseley  and 
Shifnal,  with  an  estimated  population  of  355,000.  The  institutions 
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contain  2,075  beds;  of  these,  1,789  are  in  Wolverhampton,  includ¬ 
ing  400  beds  in  “The  Poplars,”  where  the  Management  Committee 
provides  serviced  accommodation  for  the  use  of  aged  non-sick 
people,  and  80  beds  in  the  Reception  Centre  which  is  also  serviced 
by  the  Hospital  Management  Committee.  Both  “The  Poplars”  and 
the  Reception  Centre  are  adjacent  to  New  Cross  Hospital.  The  net 
cost  of  maintaining  the  hospitals  and  clinics  in  the  group  including 
the  salaries  and  travelling  expenses  of  Senior  Medical  Staff  paid 
direct  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  amounted  to  £1,716,000  for 
the  year  ended  31st  March,  1961. 

The  following  1,309  hospital  beds  are  in  Wolverhampton  : — 


New  Cross  Hospital  624 

Royal  Hospital  313 

Women’s  Hospital  100 

Parkfields  Hospital  66 

Queen  Victoria  Nursing  Institute  43 

Children’s  Hospital,  Penn  30 

Women’s  Convalescent  Hospital,  Penn  13 

Eye  Infirmary  103 

Beeches  Maternity  Home  17 


In  addition  to  providing  hospital  facilities  for  Wolverhampton, 
these  beds  meet  almost  all  the  hospital  requirements  of  the  Borough 
of  Bilston  and  the  Urban  Districts  of  Tettenhall,  Wednesfield  and 
Willenhall.  They  also  constitute  the  main  provision  of  hospital 
accommodation  for  the  Urban  District  of  Coseley  and  the  Rural 
District  of  Seisdon. 


2.  Sanatoria. 

The  Parkfields  Hospital  contains  54  beds  for  tuberculous 
patients  and  only  12  beds  now  are  allocated  to  the  treatment  of 
infectious  diseases.  There  is  no  sanatorium  accommodation  in  the 
area  built  specially  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  and  pulmonary 
cases  usually  receive  treatment  at  Prestwood  or  Himley;  cases 
requiring  long-stay  orthopaedic  treatment  usually  obtain  it  at 
Oswestry  or  Yardley  Green  Hospital,  Birmingham. 
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3.  Chest  Clinic. 

The  centrally  situated  clinic  in  Bell  Street  provides  facilities 
for  following  up  cases  of  chronic  chest  disorders  in  Wolverhampton 
and  district. 

Diagnostic  out-patient  clinics  for  chest  conditions  are  held  at 
the  Royal  Hospital  and  at  New  Cross  Hospital  ;  at  the  latter  twice- 
weekly  radiography  sessions  without  appointment  provide  an  X-ray 
exclusion  service  for  general  practitioners  who  in  1961  referred 
6,193  patients. 

4.  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. 

This  is  situated  at  the  Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton,  and 
serves  both  Wolverhampton  and  the  surrounding  district. 

5.  Nursing  Homes. 

The  only  private  maternity  home  contains  fourteen  beds.  Now 
there  are  no  private  nursing  homes. 

6*  Bacteriology. 

Laboratory  facilities  are  available  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Stafford,  and  at  the  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the 
Royal  Hospital,  Wolverhampton.  Most  specimens  from  the  health 
department  must  still  be  sent  to  Stafford  at  considerable  incon¬ 
venience  because  the  establishment  of  a  much  needed  Public  Health 
Laboratory  in  Wolverhampton  continues  to  be  delayed. 

B.  Local  Executive  Council  Services. 

1.  General  Medical  Service. 

At  the  end  of  March,  1962,  there  were  153,513  people  recorded 
as  living  in  Wolverhampton  on  doctors’  lists  ;  this  number  is 
about  2.5  per  cent  above  the  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the 
population.  Their  medical  care  was  undertaken  by  134  principal 
and  6  assistant  medical  practitioners,  60  of  whom  live  within  the 
Borough.  There  are  60  surgeries  within  the  Borough  from  which 
doctors  practise.  Doctors  practising  single  handed  or  with  an 
assistant  were  25  per  cent  of  all  doctors  under  contract  with  the 
Executive  Council,  30  per  cent  were  in  two-handed  partnerships, 
35  per  cent  were  in  three-handed  partnerships,  6  per  cent  were  in 
four-handed  partnerships,  and  4  per  cent  were  in  five-handed 
partnerships. 
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The  cost  of  this  service  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1962 
was  £249,607  equivalent  to  33s.  4d.  a  head  of  the  population  of 
149,780  living  in  Wolverhampton. 

2.  Pharmaceutical  Service. 

At  the  end  of  March,  1962,  there  were  under  contract  and  in  the 
Borough  of  Wolverhampton,  43  pharmacists,  6  surgical  appliance 
suppliers  and  2  drug  stores.  The  executive  Council  tests  the 
dispensing  of  all  these  contractors  over  a  period  of  2  years  and  in 
the  year  under  review  22  drug  tests,  1  retest,  and  5  appliance  tests 
were  made. 

The  cost  of  this  service  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  year 
ending  31st  March,  1962  was  £218,001  and  to  the  patients  £73,952, 
being  equivalent  to  29s.  Id.  and  9s.  lid.  a  head  per  annum  res¬ 
pectively. 

3.  Dental  Service. 

At  the  end  of  March,  1962,  there  were  38  principal  dental 
practitioners  on  the  Executive  Council’s  list,  of  these  21  were 
practising  single  handed  and  2  were  practising  with  full-time  assist¬ 
ants.  One  partnership  was  employing  a  part-time  assistant. 

The  cost  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1962  was  £184,452  and  to  the  patients  £50,589,  being 
equivalent  to  24s.  8d.  and  6s.  9d.  a  head  per  annum  respectively. 

4.  Ophthalmic  Service. 

The  service  enables  the  patient  to  have  his  sight  tested  by 
either  an  Ophthalmic  Medical  Practitioner  or  an  Ophthalmic 
Optician  and  then,  if  glasses  are  necessary,  to  have  them  provided 
either  by  an  Ophthalmic  Optician  or  a  Dispensing  Optician.  There 
were  at  the  end  of  March  under  contract  with  the  Ophthalmic 
Services  Committee,  8  Ophthalmic  Medical  Practitioners,  15 
Ophthalmic  Opticians  and  10  Dispensing  Opticians.  Dr.  N.  A. 
Jevons,  Senior  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  is  one  of  the 
Ophthalmic  Medical  Practitioners  and  prescribes  spectacles  for 
school  children  who  require  them. 

The  cost  to  the  Executive  Council  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1962  was  £42,644  and  to  the  patients  £32,126,  being  equi¬ 
valent  to  5s.  8d.  and  4s.  4d.  a  head  per  annum  respectively. 
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5.  General. 

The  cost  of  administration  for  the  year  ending  31st  March, 
1962  was  £11,846,  equivalent  to  Is.  7d.  a  head  of  the  population. 
The  total  cost  of  the  service,  therefore,  was  £706,550,  equivalent 
to  £4  14s.  4d.  a  head  of  the  population.  In  addition  the  direct 
contribution  made  by  the  patients  was  £156,667,  equivalent  to 
21s.  Od.  a  head  of  the  population. 

C.  Local  Authority  Health  Service. 

1.  Care  of  Mothers  and  Children. 

(a)  Births  and  Still  Births. 

The  Health  Department  has  records  of  2,754  infants  born 
alive  in  the  area  during  the  year  to  parents  normally  resident  in 
Wolverhampton  ;  of  these  infants  1,269  were  born  at  home  and 
1,485  in  institutions.  The  still  births  numbered  53  and  of  these 
17  were  bom  at  home  and  36  in  institutions. 

The  percentage  of  these  births  which  took  place  at  home  in 
1958,  1959,  1960  and  1961  were  54,  50,  46  and  46  respectively. 

The  numbers  of  births  (1,269)  and  of  still  births  (17)  notified 
subsequently  as  having  taken  place  at  home  amounting  together 
to  1,286  births  are  far  fewer  than  the  number  of  cases  attended  in 
the  home  by  domiciliary  midwives  (1,331).  This  discrepancy  is 
due  largely  to  patients  coming  to  live  temporarily  at  an  address 
in  Wolverhampton  for  the  confinement  (often  the  address  is  that  of 
the  patient’s  mother),  and  subsequently  returning  to  their  own 
homes  in  neighbouring  areas. 

The  Registrar  General  recorded  2,780  live  births  and  55  still¬ 
births  to  mothers  normally  resident  in  Wolverhampton.  The  sub¬ 
stantial  difference  from  the  figures  compiled  locally  may  be 
associated  with  the  unusual  mobility  of  our  substantial  immigrant 
population  that  complicates  the  compilation  of  accurate  statistics, 
and  to  the  Registrar  General’s  allocation  to  Wolverhampton  of 
births  to  mothers  normally  resident  in  Wolverhampton  but  living 
temporarily  elsewhere,  and  in  whose  case  the  information  has  not 
been  transferred  to  the  Wolverhampton  Health  Department. 
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(b)  Ante-natal  Facilities. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  8  ante-natal  clinics  were  conducted 
each  week  by  medical  officers  (all  of  whom  are  full-time  members 
of  the  Health  Department)  with  the  assistance  of  midwives.  There 
is  no  specialist  ante-natal  clinic,  but  cases  requiring  a  second 
opinion  are  referred  through  the  general  practitioner  to  the  con¬ 
sultant  clinics  at  New  Cross  Hospital  or  the  Women’s  Hospital. 
Blood  examinations  for  the  Rhesus  factor  and  the  Wasserman 
test  are  carried  out  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  on  all  expectant  mothers. 
Instructions  in  mothercraft  is  given  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres, 
and  to  a  lesser  extent  at  the  ante-natal  clinics. 

Unmarried  mothers  are  interviewed  and  given  any  help  which 
may  be  required,  including  if  necessary  admission  ante-natally  to 
a  mother  and  baby  home.  Arrangements  are  made  with  the 
medical  officers  of  the  health  department  for  blood  tests  to  be  done, 
and  the  ante-natal  care  of  the  patient  is  undertaken  either  by  the 
clinic  or  by  her  own  doctor. 

Maternity  outfits  are  issued  at  all  clinics  to  patients  on  the 
presentation  of  a  note  from  either  the  general  practitioner  or  the 
domiciliary  midwife.  In  addition,  each  midwife  retains  two 
maternity  outfits  in  her  own  home  for  use  in  emergency,  and  these 
are  renewed  as  they  are  used.  As  1,525  maternity  packs  were 
issued  in  1961  all  patients  confined  at  home  appear  to  have  received 
them. 

Ante-natal  clinics,  at  which  midwives  are  present,  were 
attended  by  2,794  women,  of  whom  2,280  were  new  cases,  and  an 
average  of  3.9  visits  was  made  by  each  patient.  The  new  cases 
again  far  exceed  the  number  of  domiciliary  confinements  and  are 
equivalent  to  80  per  cent  of  all  confinements,  both  domiciliary 
and  institutional,  of  Wolverhampton  residents. 

(c)  Post-natal  Care. 

Post-natal  examinations  are  carried  out  by  the  general 
practitioner  and  at  the  hospital  post-natal  clinics. 

The  weekly  post-natal  clinic  provided  by  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  at  Lowe  Street  Welfare  Centre  was  discontinued  after  31st 
March  because  of  poor  attendances. 
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(d)  Family  Planning  Clinic. 

Married  women  referred  by  medical  practitioners  are  admitted 
to  the  clinic  held  weekly  at  Lowe  Street  Welfare  Centre  where 
they  are  advised  on  methods  of  birth  control.  In  the  years  1959, 
1960  and  1961  women  attending  for  the  first  time  numbered  83, 
68  and  89  respectively  and  the  corresponding  numbers  of  attend¬ 
ances  were  921,  755  and  781  respectively. 


(e)  Child  Welfare  Centres. 

Each  week  13  sessions  are  held  for  infants  and  toddlers  at 
8  centres.  Immunisation  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough, 
tetanus  and  poliomyelitis,  vaccination  against  smallpox  and  tuber¬ 
culin  patch  tests  are  carried  out  at  these  clinics.  Approximately 
76  per  cent  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  in  the  town  attended 
them. 

Minor  ailments  of  children  under  school  age  are  treated  by 
arrangement  at  the  minor  ailment  clinics  of  the  School  Health 
Service,  and  in  addition,  special  paediatric  and  orthopaedic  clinics 
are  held  jointly  with  that  Service. 

The  paediatric  clinic,  to  which  children  in  need  of  specialist 
advice  may  be  referred  from  the  infant  welfare  centres,  is  held 
fortnightly. 

The  orthopaedic  clinic  to  which  children  with  minor  deformi¬ 
ties  are  sent  from  the  welfare  centres,  is  held  weekly.  After 
examination  by  the  orthopaedic  surgeon,  the  prescribed  treatment 
is  carried  out  by  a  physiotherapist,  who  attends  the  clinic  daily. 
During  the  year  431  attendances  were  made  by  154  children  of 
whom  145  were  attending  for  the  first  time. 


The  average  cost  of  welfare  centres  per  1,000  population  for 
the  83  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  for  1960/61  was 
£100  14s.  0d.;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £109  5s.  Od. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES,  1961. 
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(f)  Infant  Deaths. 

There  were  77  deaths  of  children  under  5  years  ;  of  these, 
70  failed  to  survive  the  first  year,  and  of  these  56  failed  to  survive 
the  first  month  ;  49  died  in  the  first  week.  The  causes  of  death 
are  given  below 


Days. 

Weeks. 

Months. 

Years 

Cause  of  Death. 

0 — 7 

1—4 

1  —  12 

1—4 

Congenital  Malformations 

12 

2 

1 

— 

Immaturity 

10 

— 

— 

— 

Intracranial  and  spinal  injury  at 

birth,  with  immaturity 

8 

— 

— 

— 

Intracranial  and  spinal  injury  at 

birth,  without  immaturity 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Other  birth  injuries  with 

immaturity 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Haemolytic  disease  of  newborn 

without  immaturity  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Postnatal  asphyxia  and  atelec- 

tasis,  with  immaturity 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Postnatal  asphyxia  and  atelec- 

tasis,  without  immaturity 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Accidental  maternal  haemorr- 

hage,  with  prematurity 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

Septicaemia  following  urinary 

infection 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Bronchopneumonia  following 

malnutrition  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pulmonary  collapse  following 

superficial  scalds 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Necrosis  of  brain  due  to  fall 

on  to  spike  of  toy 

— - 

— 

— 

1 

Asphyxia  due  to  strangulation 

by  ligature 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Brain  injuries — road  accident  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Meningitis  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Gastritis 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

— 

3 

5 

— 

Influenza 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Respiratory  infection 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Bronchial  asthma 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Leukaemia  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Hernia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Spasticity 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Totals  ... 

49 

7 

14 

7 
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(g)  Premature  Infants. 

The  premature  baby  nurse  visits  all  premature  infants  in  their 
homes,  the  frequency  of  her  visits  depending  on  their  weight 
and  condition  ;  special  cots  and  equipment  are  lent  from  the 
Health  Department  by  the  premature  baby  nurse. 

All  infants  weighing  5^  lbs.  or  less  bom  at  home  or  in  nursing 
homes  are  notified  to  the  premature  baby  nurse  on  the  day  of  birth. 
General  practitioners  usually  arrange  for  babies  weighing  less  than 
4  lbs.  to  be  admitted  to  a  premature  baby  unit  at  the  Women’s 
Hospital  (Wolverhampton),  or  the  Hallam  Hospital  (West  Brom¬ 
wich)  and  special  equipment  is  kept  at  the  ambulance  depot  for 
use  in  transporting  them. 

During  the  year,  245  babies  were  born  alive  weighing  5J  lbs. 
or  less  to  mothers  normally  resident  in  Wolverhampton  and  217 
of  them  survived  28  days.  Of  these  245  babies,  61  were  born 
at  home,  2  in  private  nursing  homes  and  182  in  National  Health 
Service  hospitals  ;  4  of  the  babies  born  at  home  were  transferred 
subsequently  to  hospital  and  the  remaining  57  were  nursed  entirely 
at  home. 

The  birth  weight  (Column  I)  of  all  premature  babies  born 
alive  at  home  (Column  II),  the  number  of  these  nursed  entirely  at 
home  (Column  III)  and  the  number  surviving  28  days  (Column  IV) 
are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

I 

3  lbs  4  ozs.  or  less 

3  lbs.  4  ozs. — 4  lbs.  6  ozs. 

4  lbs.  6  ozs. — 4  lbs.  15  ozs. 

4  lbs.  15  ozs. — 5  lbs.  8  ozs. 

61  57  54 


II  III  IV 

6  6  1 

9  6  8 

7  6  7 

39  39  38 


Of  the  57  babies  nursed  entirely  at  home  50  survived  the  first 
28  days,  as  did  the  2  babies  born  in  private  nursing  homes. 

The  premature  baby  nurse  paid  1,475  visits  to  babies  born 
at  home  and  to  babies  discharged  from  hospital  or  nursing  homes. 

No  case  of  retrolental  fibroplasia  was  notified. 
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(h)  Illegitimate  Children. 

There  were  266  illegitimate  children  born  alive  during  me 
year ;  there  were  also  8  illegitimate  stillbirths.  This  total  of 
274  illegitimate  (live  and  still)  births  represents  9.7  per  cent  of  all 
(live  and  still)  births.  The  local  authority  makes  grants  to  the  Legge 
Home  and  the  Hay  Home  of  £400  and  £100  annually  respectively. 
When  required,  patients  are  admitted  to  Diocesan  Moral  Welfare 
or  Roman  Catholic  or  Salvation  Army  Homes  ;  necessary  financial 
assistance  is  provided  to  meet  the  charges. 

During  the  year  the  help  of  the  Health  Department  was  sought 
in  74  cases  (all  being  new  cases)  and  25  of  them  were  accom¬ 
modated  in  mother  and  baby  homes. 

After  the  War  the  illegitimate  births  (live  and  still)  went  down 
to  4.1  per  cent  in  1951.  In  the  ten  subsequent  years  the  percentages 
were  4.2,  4.6,  4.9,  6.4,  5.9,  6.7,  7.1,  8.1,  8.4  and  finally  in  1961,  9  7. 

The  average  cost  of  mother  and  baby  homes  per  thousand 
population  for  the  83  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  in 
the  year  1960/61  was  £6  6s.  0d.;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was 
£4  13s  Od. 

(i)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

No  cases  were  notified. 

(j)  Supply  of  Welfare  Foods. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  distribution  centres  for  welfare 
foods  in  Wolverhampton  comprised  the  main  centre  at  the  Health 
Department,  all  clinics  and  10  shops  in  various  parts  of  the  Borough 
where  the  proprietors  granted  facilities. 

In  addition  to  the  welfare  foods  supplied  under  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Welfare  Food  Scheme,  proprietary  brands  of  infant  foods 
and  nutrients  are  obtainable  at  all  clinics  if  they  have  been 
prescribed. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  the  Organiser, 
1  assistant  and  5  helpers  (one  full-time). 
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Below  is  a  summary  of  the  issues  of  Government  Welfare 
Foods  made  during  each  quarter  of  the  year  : — 


Quarter 

ended. 

National 
dried  milk. 
Tins. 

Cod  liver 
oil. 

Bottles. 

A.  &  D. 
tablets. 
Packets. 

Orange 

juice. 

Bottles. 

Total. 

1.  4.61 

12,223 

2,830 

2,182 

18,360 

35,595 

1.  7.61 

12,228 

2,105 

1,930 

15,964 

32,227 

1.10.61 

12,262 

1.003 

1,163 

6,941 

21,369 

30.12.61 

12,083 

1,020 

1,144 

6,475 

20,722 

Total 
for  1961 

48,796 

6,958 

6,419 

47,740 

109,913 

Total 
for  1960 

52,715 

9,861 

8,799 

77,372 

148,747 

(k)  Dental  Care. 

The  Chief  Dental  Officer  reports  that  during  the  year  the 
priority  service  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school 
children  continued  to  be  provided  by  the  Authority’s  dental  officers 
devoting  part  of  their  time  to  these  patients.  The  equivalent  of 
421  half  days  was  spent  on  their  work.  The  additional  evening 
sessions  continued  to  be  popular  with  many  patients  who  find  it 
more  convenient  to  attend  at  a  time  when  their  husbands  are  at 
home  to  take  charge  of  the  family. 

The  service  for  pre-school  children  is  provided  on  request  and 
although  all  forms  of  treatment  are  available  the  demand  is  in 
the  main  for  the  relief  of  toothache. 

The  following  were  provided  with  dental  care  : — 

Needing  Made 

Examined,  treatment.  Treated,  dentally  fit. 

Mothers  536  522  452  96 

Children  642  602  595  7 
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The  following  forms  of  dental  treatment  were  provided  : — 


Mothers. 

Children. 

Scaling  and  gum  treatment 

116 

1 

Fillings 

605 

72 

Silver  nitrate  treatment 

— 

30 

Crowns  and  inlays 

8 

— 

Extractions 

1,409 

1,034 

General  anaesthetics 

184 

557 

Dentures  provided  : — 

Full  upper  or  lower 

95 

— 

Partial  upper  or  lower 

95 

— 

Radiographs 

51 

— 

(1)  Day  Nurseries. 

The  day  nurseries  at  Bushbury  Road  and  Birmingham  Road 
have  accommodation  for  75  children  and  40  children  respectively, 
and  both  provide  facilities  for  the  training  of  nursery  students  for 
the  Certificate  of  the  Nursery  Nurses  Examination  Board. 

The  charge  is  2/-  each  day  for  children  in  the  priority  group, 
which  includes  the  children  of  widows,  widowers,  unmarried 
mothers  and  separated  or  divorced  parents  ;  children  from  families 
in  which  the  mother  is  ill,  the  father  unemployed,  incapacitated  or 
in  the  Forces  and  cases  referred  by  the  paediatrician.  The  charges 
for  other  cases,  which  are  admitted  with  the  consent  of  the  Health 
Committee,  vary  with  the  means  of  the  parents,  with  a  maximum 
of  8/-  a  day. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  attendances  at  the  nurseries 
during  the  year. 

Bushbury  Birmingham 


Road.  Road. 

Number  of  days  open  250  250 

Attendances  under  2  years  2,813  2,260 

Attendances  2-5  years  8,830  5,360 

Average  daily  attendance 


under  2  years  1 1 .3  9.0 

Average  daily  attendance 

2-5  years  35.3  21.4 

The  average  daily  attendances  of  all  ages  at  Bushbury  Road 
was  46.6  and  at  Birmingham  Road  30.5  ;  in  the  previous  year 
these  figures  were  54.5  and  30.0  respectively.  During  the  past  year 
the  total  attendance  at  the  two  day  nurseries  has  decreased  from 
21,188  to  19,263  with  60.4  per  cent  at  Bushbury  Road  and  39.6  per 
cent  at  Birmingham  Road. 
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The  average  cost  of  day  nurseries  per  1,000  population  for  the 
83  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1960-1961 
was  £89  9s.  0d.;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £101  17s.  Od. 

2.  Midwifery. 

(a)  General  Provisions. 

During  the  year  4,817  confinements  took  place  in  the  borough  ; 
of  these  1,333  were  in  the  mother’s  home,  3,188  were  in  Hospital 
Management  Committee  institutions  and  296  in  private  nursing 
homes. 

Notifications  of  intention  to  practise  midwifery  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton  were  received  from  : — 


(i)  Midwives  in  Management  Committee 


Institutions 

26 

(ii)  Municipal  midwives 

22 

(iii)  Domiciliary  midwives  (private) 

— 

(iv)  Midwives  in  private  nursing  homes 

14 

(v)  Midwives  in  the  Queen  Victoria 

Nursing  Institution 

6 

Supervision  is  exercised  by  the  Senior  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  in  her  capacity  as  medical  super¬ 
visor,  and  by  the  Non-Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives. 

(b)  Municipal  Midwives. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  the  Non-Medical 
Supervisor,  21  midwives  and  a  premature  baby  nurse.  The  mid¬ 
wives  attended  1,331  cases,  the  doctor  being  present  at  16  per 
cent  of  deliveries.  Altogether  22,784  visits  were  paid  by  midwives 
to  women  delivered  at  home  including  4,905  ante-natal  visits  ;  in 
addition  997  patients  discharged  from  hospital  before  the  10th  day 
received  3,733  visits  during  the  remainder  of  the  lying-in  period  ; 
a  further  1,284  visits  were  made  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
applications  for  hospital  beds  and  62  visits  were  made  to  defaulters 
from  hospital  and  general  practitioners’  clinics.  Medical  aid  was 
sought  by  municipal  midwives  in  435  cases  comprising  20  patients 
during  pregnancy,  304  patients  during  labour,  37  patients  after  the 
birth  and  74  infants. 
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All  municipal  midwives  are  trained  to  administer  analgesia  and 
every  midwife  has  apparatus  for  administering  trilene.  Trilene  was 
administered  to  1,061  patients  (80  per  cent  of  confinements  attended 
by  municipal  midwives)  and  pethidine  was  administered  to  932 
patients  (70  per  cent  of  confinements).  Only  163  patients  (12  per 
cent)  received  no  form  of  sedation;  in  86  cases  the  midwife  was 
called  too  late;  36  cases  were  booked  for  hospital  but  were  delivered 
before  arrival;  in  16  cases  the  patient  refused  it;  11  patients  had  not 
signed  the  form  of  consent;  8  cases  were  unbooked  emergencies  and 
in  6  cases  there  were  medical  reasons  against.  No  patient  received 
gas  and  air  which  now  has  been  replaced  completely  by  trilene. 

Municipal  midwives  delivered  about  6  cases  each  month  and 
they  attend  the  ante-natal  clinics  in  their  area  to  book  and  examine 
their  patients,  so  that  each  patient  meets  not  only  the  midwife 
who  probably  will  look  after  her  but  also  the  relief  midwife  ;  in 
addition  the  midwife  visits  the  patient’s  home  at  least  twice,  once 
early  in  pregnancy  to  ascertain  that  it  is  suitable  for  a  domiciliary 
confinement  and  again  later  in  pregnancy  to  confirm  that  adequate 
arrangements  have  been  made.  Expectant  mothers  seeking 
admission  to  hospital  on  social  grounds  apply  to  the  Health 
Department  and  subsequently  they  are  visited  in  their  homes  by 
a  midwife  who  reports  on  the  conditions  and  circumstances  ;  the 
reports  are  considered  by  the  Medical  and  Non-Medical  Super¬ 
visors  who  then  select  those  most  urgently  needing  the  available 
hospital  accommodation. 

A  domiciliary  midwifery  night  service  rota  is  in  operation 
with  5  midwives  on  call  between  6  p.m.  and  6  a.m.  Each  patient 
is  given  the  telephone  number  of  a  private  line  to  the  Ambulance 
Centre  and  the  Ambulance  Service  acts  as  the  central  depot  for 
calls,  notifying  the  midwife  nearest  to  the  patient  who  then  proceeds 
to  the  call.  The  Royal  College  of  Midwives  approves  of  a  night 
service  rota,  which,  as  far  as  is  known,  is  working  in  several  local 
health  authorities.  Locally  it  has  improved  the  recruitment  of  staff 
and  the  midwives  have  been  more  contented  since  its  introduction. 

Six  classes  are  held  each  week  for  instruction  of  the  expectant 
mother  by  a  midwife  and  a  health  visitor.  The  classes  are  held 
at  Lea  Road  (twice  weekly).  Ward  Street,  Warstones,  Park  Lane 
and  Oxley  Health  Centre  ;  491  mothers  made  4,123  attendances. 
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Chest  X-ray  examinations  carried  out  by  the  Mass  Radiog¬ 
raphy  Unit  are  available  for  all  expectant  mothers. 

Four  midwives  attended  refresher  courses  during  the  year. 

Ten  pupil  mid  wives  were  accepted  for  Part  II  Midwifery 
training  in  Wolverhampton  where  the  School  was  opened  in  June, 
1960.  The  initial  three  months  of  this  training  are  spent  in  the 
Midwifery  Department  at  New  Cross  Hospital  where  the  pupils 
reside  ;  the  following  three  months  are  spent  gaining  domiciliary 
experience  with  local  authority  midwives  in  Wolverhampton.  All 
ten  pupils  were  successful  at  the  examinations  of  the  Central  Mid¬ 
wives  Board  in  November. 

The  average  expenditure  on  domiciliary  midwifery  per  1,000 
population  for  the  83  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  for 
1960/61  was  £113  14s.  Od.  In  Wolverhampton  the  expenditure 
was  £149  14s.  Od.  This  figure,  substantially  above  the  average, 
is  due  to  the  unusually  high  proportion  of  domiciliary  confine¬ 
ments  (for  which  the  local  health  authority  is  responsible),  and  the 
corresponding  unusually  low  proportion  of  institutional  confine¬ 
ments  (for  which  the  hospital  service  is  responsible).  This  is  con¬ 
firmed  by  comparing  the  average  cost  per  maternity  case  attended 
in  all  County  Boroughs,  £15  2s.  Od.  with  the  cost  per  case  in 
Wolverhampton,  £14  5s.  Od. 

The  care  of  a  large  number  of  patients  discharged  from 
hospitals  while  still  requiring  nursing  is  a  further  reason  for  the 
high  cost  of  the  domiciliary  service. 

3.  Health  Visiting. 

The  establishment  is  a  Superintendent  and  18  Health  Visitors. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  a  Superintendent,  3 
group  advisers,  1 1  health  visitors  and  2  clinic  nurses.  Among  their 
other  duties  the  group  advisers  help  in  the  training  of  student 
health  visitors,  arrange  for  student  nurses  to  gain  first  hand 
experience  of  the  work  of  health  visitors,  and  also  advise  newly 
trained  health  visitors  until  they  are  well  established  in  their  areas. 
The  2  clinic  nurses  were  attached  to  the  Chest  Clinic  and  devoted 
most  of  their  time  to  the  patients  attending  that  clinic  and  their 
contacts.  A  health  visitor  is  present  at  the  Royal  Hospital  each 
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week  when  the  paediatrician  does  a  ward  round,  and  another  healtn 
visitor  visits  the  mother  and  baby  homes  weekly  to  advise  on 
feeding  etc.,  and  to  give  mothercraft  talks.  Two  health  visitors 
attended  refresher  courses  during  the  year. 

Health  Visitors  instruct  and  advise  mothers  at  the  ante-natal 
and  infant  welfare  sessions,  visit  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  children  under  school  age,  and  undertake  many  other  duties, 
These  include  visiting  cases  of  infectious  disease,  patients  dis¬ 
charged  from  hospital  and  in  need  of  after-care  and  elderly  people 
who  may  require  domestic  and  other  assistance  in  the  home.  They 
stress  the  importance  of  immunisation  and  vaccination,  they  co¬ 
operate  with  hospitals  and  general  practitioners  by  furnishing 
relevant  details  of  home  conditions  and  ensuring  that  advice  and 
treatment  are  carried  out.  Particular  attention  is  given  to  families 
presenting  “social  problems.” 

Details  of  the  visits  made  during  1961  are  given  below  : — 


813 

11,500 

7,409 

10,871 

3,153 

1,168 


Expectant  mothers 
Children  under  1 
Children  aged  1  and  under2 
Children  aged  2  and  under  5 
Tuberculous  households 
Other  cases 


Total  visits  34,914 


In  addition,  health  visitors  attended  2,541  half  day  sessions 
at  the  clinics. 

During  the  course  of  the  year,  health  visitors  entered  25,365 
Households  (excluding  those  they  visited  in  connection  with  tuber¬ 
culosis)  and  they  visited  12,253  children  under  5  years  of  age. 

The  awerage  cost  of  health  visiting  per  1,000  population  for 
ihe  83  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  for  the  year  1960/61 
was  £94  10s.  0d.;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £98  19s.  Od. 

4.  Home  Nursing. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  staff  consisted  of  a  Superintendent, 
13  full-time  state  registered  nurses,  3  full-time  state  enrolled  nurses 
and  5  part-time  state  registered  nurses. 
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All  general  practitioners  in  the  area  use  the  service  ;  they 
either  telephone  the  Health  Department  or  leave  a  note  with 
relatives  instructing  them  to  deliver  it  to  the  Health  Department. 
Since  September  1961  doctors  have  been  able  to  telephone  the 
Ambulance  Department  at  times  when  the  Health  Department  is 
closed.  A  rota  giving  the  name  and  telephone  number  of  the  nurse 
on  call  is  sent  to  the  Ambulance  Department  weekly  and  the  nurse 
on  call  receives  the  message  from  the  Ambulance  Department. 
When  a  patient  about  to  be  discharged  from  hospital  will  require 
nursing  treatment  after  returning  home,  the  hospital  almoner  usually 
notifies  the  home  nurses  in  advance.  A  summary  of  the  work  of  the 
nurses  is  given  below  : — 


Cases  on  Register 
at  1.1.61. 

New  Cases 

Total  Visits 

Cases 

at 

on  Register 
31.12.61. 

310 

1,439 

47,084 

303 

The  nature  and  number  of  the  cases  and  the  number  of  visits 
they  received  were: — 


Cases 

Number 

Visits 

Medical 

1,255 

36,799 

Surgical 

265 

8,279 

Tuberculous 

28 

1,363 

Maternity  (complications) 

10 

79 

Other 

191 

564 

1,749 

47.084 

Children  under  5  years  of  age  (3.8  per  cent  of  all  patients) 
received  less  than  1  per  cent  of  all  visits  with  an  average  of  5  visits 
a  case  ;  patients  between  5  and  64  years  of  age  (37  per  cent  of 
all  patients)  received  30  per  cent  of  all  visits  with  an  average 
of  22  visits  a  case  ;  patients  of  65  years  of  age  and  over  (59.0 
per  cent  of  all  patients)  received  69  per  cent  of  all  visits  with  an 
average  of  3 1  visits  a  case. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  tuberculous  patients  rose 
during  the  year  and  was  16  per  cent  more  than  in  the  year  before  ; 
in  1955  these  visits  numbered  12,923  and  in  successive  years  they 
have  been  7,011,  4,088,  2,951,  2,111,  1,173  and  1,363  respectively. 
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Much  of  the  work  of  the  home  nurses  involves  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  drugs  by  injection  and  during  the  year  they  made  10,689 
visits  to  give  injection*  to  375  patients.  The  largest  group  of 
injections,  5,765,  were  of  insulin  given  to  41  patients  ;  1,366 

were  of  streptomycin  given  to  31  patients ;  and  the  remaining 
3,558  injections  given  to  303  patients  consisted  largely  of  antibiotic, 
diuretic  and  vitamin  drugs. 

The  West  Midlands  District  Nurse  Training  Courses  with  Miss 
Swift,  the  Department’s  Home  Nursing  Superintendent  as  Course 
Organiser,  are  a  joint  venture  by  the  County  Boroughs  of  Wolver¬ 
hampton,  Walsall,  West  Bromwich,  Smethwick  and  Dudley,  and 
Staffordshire  County  Council  to  provide  in-service  training  for  the 
National  Certificate  in  District  Nursing.  The  nurses  spend  one  day 
a  week  for  16  weeks  on  lectures  and  visits  of  observation.  Each 
Authority  makes  available  professional  staff  for  teaching  and  pays 
a  share  of  the  course  expenses  according  to  the  number  of  nurses 
it  sends. 

Two  Wolverhampton  nurses  sat  the  examination  for  the 
National  Certificate  in  District  Nursing  in  January,  1961,  and  a 
further  two  in  September.  All  four  nurses  were  successful.  The 
third  course  was  nearing  its  close  at  the  end  of  the  year.  One 
nurse  was  entered  for  this  course. 

In  the  financial  year  1960/61  the  home  nursing  service  in 
Wolverhampton  cost  £113  8s.  Od.  per  thousand  population  ;  the 
average  for  the  83  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  was 
£151  14s.  Od. 


5.  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 


(a)  Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

During  the  year  1,021  persons  were  vaccinated  and  87  re¬ 
vaccinated.  Of  those  vaccinated,  767  were  under  one  year  old  and 
of  those  re-vaccinated  76  were  15  years  old  and  over.  Medical 
officers  of  the  local  authority  carried  out  450  of  the  1,108  vaccina¬ 
tions  and  re- vaccinations. 

There  were  2,754  infants  born  alive  during  the  year  and  the 
767  vaccinations  under  one  year  old  represented  28  per  cent  of 
these  births. 


(fc)  Immunisation  against  Diphtheria. 

A  total  of  2,167  children  were  immunised  against  diphtheria 
during  the  year.  Private  practitioners  carried  out  941  of  the 
immunisations  and  1,226  were  done  by  medical  officers  of  the  local 
authority  in  schools,  clinics  and  day  nurseries.  In  addition  reinforce¬ 
ment  doses  were  given  to  4,575  children  mostly  in  schools.  The 
estimated  percentage  of  the  child  population  immunised  against 
diptheria  at  the  end  of  the  year  is  : — 

(i)  0 —  4  years  old— 54% 

(ii)  0 — 14  years  old — 70% 

(c)  Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough. 

This  is  available  at  all  clinics  where  1,316  children  received 
it.  A  further  881  children  are  known  to  have  been  immunised  by 
general  practitioners.  Of  this  total  of  2,197  children,  2,167  were 
immunised  with  a  combined  antigen  and  30  with  pertussis  vaccine 
alone. 

(d)  Immunisation  against  Tetanus. 

During  the  year  1,184  children  were  immunised  against  tetanus 
at  clinics  and  a  further  793  are  known  to  have  been  immunised  by 
general  practitioners.  Of  this  total  of  1,977  children,  1,972  were 
immunised  with  a  combined  antigen  and  5  with  tetanus  vaccine 
alone. 

(e)  B.C.G.  Vaccination. 

During  the  year  B.C.G.  vaccination  against  tuberculosis  was 
offered  to  all  13  year  old  pupils  in  Secondary  Schools.  Consent 
forms  were  issued  to  the  parents  of  2,733  children  ;  there  were 
2,368  acceptances  (85%)  and  of  these  1,723  were  vaccinated.  The 
proportion  of  skin  tests  which  were  positive  when  read  was  12%. 

Those  not  vaccinated  numbered  645  and  comprised  : — 


Absentees  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  213 

Unsuitable  for  testing  ...  ...  ...  37 

Positive  Heaf  test  ...  ...  ..  ...  252 

Notread  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Negative-vaccination  deferred  ...  ...  71 


In  addition,  2  sessions  were  held  for  absentees  and  older 
children  where  209  Heaf  tests  were  completed,  15  or  7%  being 
positive  and  174  were  vaccinated.  The  total  number  of  B.C.G. 
vaccinations  in  1961  by  local  authority  medical  officers  was  1,897. 
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At  Dr.  Aspin’s  request  109  contacts  included  in  the  acceptances 
vere  Heaf  tested  and  if  Heaf  test  positive  they  had  a  chest  x-ray. 
Those  who  were  Heaf  test  negative  were  referred  to  New  Cross 
Hospital  for  B.C.G.  vaccination.  These  were  in  addition  to  the 
1,897  previously  mentioned. 

All  children  found  to  be  Heaf  test  positive  were  referred  to 
New  Cross  Hospital  for  chest  X-ray.  Eleven  showed  healed 
primary  foci.  In  addition  four  children  are  still  under  review  at 
New  Cross  Hospital  and  one  child  was  referred  to  Walsall  Chest 
Clinic.  There  were  no  other  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis  in  this 
age  group  during  1961. 

(f)  Poliomyelitis  Vaccination. 

During  the  year  2,184  children  received  their  third  injection. 
4,081  received  the  second  injection  and  3,572  received  the  first 
injection  bringing  the  total  number  of  such  vaccinations  to  19,877, 
27,737  and  27,953  respectively.  413  expectant  mothers  received 
their  third  injection,  721  received  the  second  injection  and  679 
received  the  first  injection  bringing  the  total  of  such  vaccina¬ 
tions  to  1,156,  2,893  and  3,528  respectively  ;  1,210  young  adults 

aged  15  to  25  received  their  third  injection,  2,049  received  the 
second  injection  and  2,849  received  the  first  injection  bringing  the 
total  of  such  vaccinations  to  7,302,  12,010  and  14,772  respectively  ; 
in  addition  2,313  adults  aged  25  to  40  received  their  third  injection, 
3,769  received  the  second  injection  and  5,174  received  the  first 
injection. 

The  expenditure  in  Wolverhampton  on  vaccination  and 
immunisation  per  1,000  population  for  1960/61  was  £31  3s.  Od. 
The  average  expenditure  for  the  83  County  Boroughs  of  England  and 
Wales  was  £29  14s.  Od. 

6.  Ambulance  Service. 

The  service  has  a  staff  of  40  and  a  fleet  of  18  vehicles  con¬ 
sisting  of  15  ambulances,  2  sitting  case  cars  and  a  mortuary  van. 
The  number  of  calls,  52,377  was  0.84  per  cent  more  than  in  the 
previous  year,  and  the  total  mileage  was  195,046.  Of  the  total 
calls  2.1  per  cent  were  to  accidents  and  2.3  per  cent  to  emergencies. 
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The  average  cost  of  the  ambulance  service  per  1,000  popula¬ 
tion  for  the  83  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  in  the  year 
1960/61  was  £246  6s.  0d.;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £260  2s.  Od. 

7.  Prevention  of  illness,  Care  and  After-care. 

(a)  Tuberculosis. 

The  work  has  been  similar  to  that  of  previous  years.  The 
After-Care  Officer  has  continued  to  deal  with  personal  and  social 
problems  of  tuberculous  patients.  Close  co-operation  is  always  main¬ 
tained  with  the  Chest  Clinic  staff  and  the  Tuberculosis  Health 
Visitors  with  the  aim  of  restoring  the  patient  to  health  and  enabling 
him  to  lead  a  useful  life  as  soon  as  possible. 

Owing  to  modem  treatments  the  length  of  the  illness  has  for 
most  patients  been  considerably  shortened.  The  majority  of 
patients  now  become  fit  for  work  a  few  months  after  being  dis¬ 
charged  from  Sanatorium,  but  there  remain  those  whose  treatment 
is  much  prolonged  or  who  are  chronic  cases  with  little  hope  of 
returning  to  work.  Endless  months  or  years  at  home  naturally 
make  these  patients  and  their  near  relatives  very  depressed  and 
material  help  and  advice  is  greatly  appreciated  by  them  from  time 
to  time. 

The  Occupational  Therapy  class  has  continued  to  meet  on 
one  afternoon  a  week  at  Lowe  Street  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  and  is  still  a  help  to  patients  who,  though  discharged  from 
sanatorium,  are  not  yet  fit  for  work.  The  class  is  of  particular  value 
to  the  advanced  chronic  patient  who  tends  to  become  bored  and 
frustrated  by  prolonged  inability  to  work. 

During  the  year  the  After  Care  Officer  dealt  with  235  cases  ; 
financial  help,  clothing  grants,  bed  and  bedding  grants  were 
obtained  for  82  patients  and  also  free  milk  for  82  cases.  Help  was 
given  with  housing  problems  in  61  cases,  holidays  were  arranged 
in  4  cases  and  38  patients  were  referred  to  the  Disablement 
Resettlement  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for  help  in  obtaining 
suitable  employment;  48  patients  made  172  attendances  at  the 
occupational  therapy  class. 

A  further  generous  donation  of  £75  was  given  by  the  “Joe 
Birch  Memorial  Cup  Fund”  and  was  most  useful  in  supplementing 
help  from  statutory  sources. 
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(b)  Other  Illness. 

The  work  with  non-tuberculous  patients  consists  chiefly  of 
arranging  for  admission  to  convalescent  homes  under  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  Recuperative  Holiday  Scheme. 

There  is  also  a  further  extension  of  the  work  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  which,  by  arrangement  with  the  geriatric  consultant  of  New 
Cross  Hospital,  embraces  the  visiting  of  old  people  in  their  own 
homes  after  a  period  in  hospital.  This  work  is  very  necessary 
insofar  as  old  people,  after  leaving  hospital,  require  a  considerable 
amount  of  rehabilitation  to  help  them  to  continue  to  lead  a  useful 
life  in  the  community  and  to  continue  to  be  able  to  care  for  them¬ 
selves.  This  work  often  entails  help  with  housing  problems  and 
the  application  for  National  Assistance  grants  on  their  behalf  and 
also  arranging  for  ‘Meals  on  Wheels’  and  many  other  social  ameni¬ 
ties  of  which  the  old  people  usually  have  no  knowledge;  154  visits 
were  made  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  there  were  92  applications  for  convalescent 
holidays — 43  of  these  were  cancelled  for  various  reasons  and  46 
adults  and  3  children  were  sent  to  convalescent  homes,  all  con¬ 
tributing  towards  the  cost  according  to  their  means. 

A  supply  of  equipment  is  available  for  lending  to  patients 
nursed  at  home  on  payment  of  a  small  deposit;  438  articles  of 
sick  room  equipment  were  provided  on  loan  during  the  year. 

(c)  Laundry  Service. 

tThe  Home  *  Nursing  Service  attends  a  number  of  incontinent 
patients  who  either  cannot  provide  bed  linen  or  are  unable  to 
arrange  to  have  it  washed,  and  a  laundry  service  was  introduced 
for  such  patients.  A  stock  of  bed  linen  is  held  at  the  Health 
Department,  and  this  is  issued  to  incontinent  patients  through 
the  district  nursing  service.  These  sheets  when  soiled  are  collected 
by  the  district  nurses  and  sent  to  the  laundry  at  New  Cross  Hospital. 
Daring  the  year  2,220  sheets  were  issued  to  patients. 

(d)  Chiropody  Service. 

The  chiropody  service  provides  free  treatment  for  persons  of 
pensionable  age,  the  physically  handicapped  and  expectant  mothers. 
Six  part-time  chiropodists  were  employed  and  by  the  end  of  the 
year  the  following  treatments  had  been  given. 
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Elderly. 

Physically 

Handicapped. 

Expectant 

Mothers. 

Health  Department 

Clinics  . 

2,506 

Welfare  Service  Homes 

1,222 

— 

— 

Voluntary  Homes  and  Old 
People’s  Clubs 

908 

Domiciliary 

1,033 

— 

— 

5,669 

— 

— 

The  average  cost  of  prevention,  care  and  after-care  of  tuber¬ 
culosis  per  1,000  population  for  the  83  County  Boroughs  of 
England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1960-61  was  £26  6s.  0d.;  in 
Wolverhampton  it  was  £18  5s.  Od. 

The  average  cost  of  the  services  for  other  illness  per  1,000 
population  in  the  83  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  was 
£34  8s.  0d.;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £18  10s.  Od. 

8.  Domestic  Help. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  13  whole  time  and  75  half¬ 
time  workers,  and  in  addition  2  part-time  workers  employed  for 
two  hours  daily  ;  this  staff  represents  an  increase  of  2  whole  time 
and  4  half-time  workers  in  the  year.  The  1,143  cases  assisted  by 


the  home  helps  during  the  year  comprised  : — 

Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers)  132 

Tuberculosis  .  2 

Chronic  Sick  (including  aged  and  infirm)  720 

Problem  families  2 

Others  267 


The  organiser  investigates  the  conditions  in  every  case  before 
domestic  help  is  sent  and  subsequently  she  pays  weekly  visits  ; 
during  the  year  she  paid  2,764  visits.  In  January  498  patients 
classed  as  “chronic  sick”  were  receiving  regular  weekly  help  and 
the  number  had  increased  to  555  by  December.  Most  of  them  are 
enabled  to  continue  living  in  their  own  homes  by  the  domestic 
help  which  they  receive.  They  are  encouraged  to  undertake  some 
of  the  lighter  duties  themselves,  although  this  increases  the  burden 
on  the  individual  home  help  who  is  left  with  the  heaviest  and 
dirtiest  work  in  every  household  where  often  there  are  no  labour- 
saving  devices  or  even  household  equipment. 
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A  home  help  continued  to  visit  a  problem  family  as  necessary 
throughout  the  year. 

In  the  financial  year  1960/61  the  domestic  help  service  in 
Wolverhampton  cost  £124  3s.  Od.  per  thousand  population  ;  the 
average  for  the  83  County  Boroughs  in  England  and  Wales  was 
£177  13s.  Od. 


9.  Health  Education. 

An  annual  contribution  of  £82  10s.  Od.  is  made  to  the  Centra^ 
Council  for  Health  Education  and  one  of  five  guineas  to  the 
National  Association  for  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  Poster 
boards  in  various  parts  of  the  town  are  used  for  the  display  of 
topics  supplied  by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 
Pamphlets  prepared  by  the  Central  Council  on  a  variety  of  subjects 
including  measles,  influenza  and  common  colds  are  distributed  in 
the  clinics.  The  parents  of  all  school  leavers  are  advised  of  the 
desirability  of  accepting  B.C.G.  vaccination  when  it  is  necessary. 

Health  Education  is  one  of  the  chief  duties  of  health  visitors 
who  constantly  advise  mothers  on  the  management,  feeding  and 
clothing  of  children,  the  dangers  of  accidents,  and  the  importance 
of  protecting  children  against  smallpox,  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  poliomyelitis. 

The  dangers  of  food  poisoning  and  the  importance  of  food 
storage  and  food  preparation  continue  to  be  stressed  in  talks  given 
by  members  of  the  staff  to  various  organisations  in  the  town. 


10.  Mental  Health. 

(a)  Administration. 

The  Health  (Mental  Health)  Sub-Committee  meets  monthly 
and  delegates  no  duties  to  voluntary  associations.  Statistical  in¬ 
formation  is  placed  before  the  Committee,  reports  on  individual 
subnormal  patients  are  considered  but  no  individual  reports  are 
received  on  cases  of  mental  illness.  The  staff  of  the  Health  Depart¬ 
ment  includes  one  female  and  three  male  mental  welfare  officers 
who  are  all  appointed  to  make  application  for  the  admission  of 
patients  to  hospital  under  the  provisions  of  the  Mental  Health  Act, 
1959  ;  in  Wolverhampton  before  this  procedure  is  carried  out  each 
patient  invariably  is  examined  at  home  by  a  consultant  psychiatrist 
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from  St.  George’s  Hospital,  Stafford  or  from  New  Cross  Hospital, 
Wolverhampton.  The  female  officer  deals  particularly  with  the 
mentally  subnormal.  The  Special  Training  Centre  has  a  staff  of  1 
Supervisor,  7  Assistant  Supervisors,  2  Trainees,  1  part-time  teacher 
for  individual  tuition,  1  general  assistant  and  2  cleaners. 

Co-operation  with  the  hospital  authorities  has  continued. 
Wolverhampton  is  included  in  the  catchment  area  of  St.  Margaret’s 
Hospital,  Great  Barr  and  all  hospital  admissions  of  subnormal 
patients  are  now  arranged  by  application  there.  Consultant 
psychiatrists  from  St.  George’s  Hospital,  Stafford  attend  the  out¬ 
patient  psychiatric  clinics  at  the  Royal  Hospital  and  New  Cross 
Hospital,  and  at  the  latter  they  are  responsible  also  for  the  medical 
supervision  of  patients  admitted  to  the  psychiatric  unit;  the  con¬ 
sultants  call  upon  the  service  of  the  mental  welfare  officers  at  out¬ 
patient  clinics  and  readily  make  themselves  available  to  advise 
these  officers.  Fortnightly  discussions  also  are  held  at  St.  George’s 
Hospital,  Stafford  between  the  hospital  staff  and  the  mental  welfare 
officers  of  local  health  authorities  using  the  hospital. 

(b)  Work  undertaken  in  the  community. 

(i)  Mental  Illness. 

Under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
(Prevention  of  Illness,  care  and  after-care)  mental  welfare  officers 
interviewed  in  the  Health  Department  or  visited  in  their  own  homes, 
985  people  who  had  been  referred  to  them  by  general  practitioners 
or  by  other  departments  or  who  came  direct  to  them  seeking  help 
and  advice.  These  officers  also  paid  246  visits  to  former  mental 
hospital  patients  and  45  were  being  visited  regularly  at  the  end  of 
the  year. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959,  50  persons 
(24  male  and  26  female)  were  admitted  by  the  mental  welfare 
officers  to  New  Cross  Hospital  under  Section  29  (for  emergency 
observation).  Of  these,  12  persons  (1  male  and  11  female)  were 
regraded  to  Section  25  (further  observation)  and  subsequently  dis¬ 
charged  from  New  Cross  Hospital,  whilst  13  persons  (5  male  and  8 
female)  were  regraded  to  Section  25  and  transferred  to  St.  George’s 
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Hospital,  Stafford  for  further  observation  1 1  of  whom  (4  male  and 
7  female)  were  subsequently  discharged.  Two  persons,  both  male, 
were  regraded  to  Section  25  and  transferred  to  Mental  Hospitals 
outside  the  catchment  area.  One  male  patient  was  regraded  to 
Section  26  (further  treatment)  and  transferred  to  St.  George’s 
Hospital,  Stafford,  and  was  receiving  treatment  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Eight  patients  (5  male  and  3  female)  accepted  treatment  on  an 
informal  basis.  Thirteen  patients  were  discharged  without  further 
observation  or  treatment  whilst  1  female  patient  remains  in  hospital 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Other  admissions  to  New  Cross  Hospital  comprised  5  persons 
(all  female)  under  Section  25,  all  of  whom  were  discharged  at  the 
expiration  of  the  statutory  period  of  28  days  ;  20  persons  (14  male 

and  6  female)  admitted  on  an  informal  basis,  of  whom  16  (12  male 
and  4  female)  were  discharged  following  treatment,  and  four 
informal  patients  (2  male  and  2  female)  died.  Two  persons  (both 
male)  were  admitted  under  Section  136  (by  a  police  constable  for 
emergency  observation),  both  of  whom  were  subsequently  dis¬ 
charged. 

More  direct  admissions  to  St.  George’s  Hospital,  Stafford,  were 
made  this  year  than  in  previous  years,  due  to  many  of  the  patients 
being  seen  prior  to  admission  by  a  psychiatrist  on  the  hospital  staff 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Mental  Health  Act,  1959. 
These  admissions  comprised  7  persons  (3  male  and  4  female) 
admitted  under  Section  29,  6  (2  male  and  4  female)  of  whom  were 
discharged  after  treatment,  and  the  remaining  male  patient  died; 
25  persons  (11  male  and  14  female)  admitted  under  Section  25,  18  of 
whom  (7  male  and  11  female)  were  subsequently  discharged,  2  (1 
male  and  1  female)  died,  whilst  5  patients  (3  male  and  2  female)  were 
receiving  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year;  25  persons  (13  male  and 
12  female  were  admitted  for  treatment  under  Section  26,  15  (9  males 
and  6  females)  of  these  were  later  discharged,  1  male  died,  and  9 
patients  (3  male  and  6  female)  remained  in  the  hospital  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  mental  welfare  officers  also  assisted  in  the  admission  of 
61  informal  patients  (32  male  and  29  female).  Of  these  patients  44 
(23  male  and  21  female)  were  discharged,  1  male  patient  died,  the 
remaining  16  patients  (8  male  and  8  female)  still  being  in  hospital 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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(1  male  person  was  admitted  by  a  Mental  Welfare  Officer  under 
Section  60,  Mental  Health  Act,  1959  (Compulsory  admission  order 
by  the  Magistrates’  Court).  The  Mental  Welfare  Officers  also 
admitted  to  hospitals,  under  various  sections  of  the  Act,  1 1  patients 
who  were  normally  resident  outside  the  County  Borough  limits. 


Age  Group  Analysis  of  all  admissions  resident  in  Borough. 


Sex 

16-19 

Yrs. 

20-29 

Yrs. 

30-39 

Yrs. 

40-49 

Yrs. 

50-59 

Yrs. 

60-69 

Yrs. 

70-79 

Yrs. 

Over 

80 

Yrs. 

All 

Ages 

Male 

3 

21 

30 

20 

10 

9 

3 

1 

97 

Female 

4 

17 

17 

19 

18 

8 

12 

4 

99 

Total 

7 

38 

47 

39 

28 

17 

15 

5 

196 

Sources  of  Referal — All  Patients. 


General  Practitioners 

114 

Relatives 

14 

Hospitals 

14 

Out  Patient  Clinics 

18 

Police 

22 

Other  Sources 

14 

Total 

196 

THE  PSYCHIATRIC  SOCIAL  CLUB  continues  to  provide  a 
much  appreciated  form  of  after-care  and  members  find  mutual 
encouragement  and  develop  self  confidence  and  independence  within 
the  club’s  friendly  informal  atmosphere. 

There  is  a  steadily  changing  membership  with  an  average 
weekly  attendance  of  sixteen  members. 

(ii)  Mental  Subnormality. 

In  1961,  33  new  cases  were  ascertained  by  the  local  health 
authority  :  17  severely  subnormal  under  16  years  of  age  (10  males 
and  7  females)  and  2  severely  subnormal  (1  male  and  1  female)  and 
14  subnormal  (10  males  and  4  females)  leaving  Special  Schools  when 
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over  16  years  of  age.  Of  those  under  16  years,  10  were  admitted  to 
the  Special  Training  Centre,  3  were  admitted  to  hospitals,  1  was 
admitted  to  a  Sunshine  Home,  2  remained  at  home  under  super¬ 
vision,  and  1  was  already  attending  the  Special  Training  Centre;  2 
of  those  over  16  were  admitted  to  hospital  and  14  placed  under 
supervision. 

During  the  year  7  persons  died;  19  were  admitted  to  hospitals 
for  permanent  care  (5  females  and  4  males  under  16  years,  and  5 
males  and  5  females  over  16  years);  20  were  admitted  for  temporary 
care  under  the  provisions  of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  5/52;  5 
patients  were  maintained  at  the  local  health  authority’s  expense  in 
private  homes,  hostels  and  nursing  homes  and  3  left  the  district. 

The  number  of  cases  known  to  the  Health  Department  to  be  in 
need  of  after-care  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  544,  comprising  the 
following  : — 

Number  of  known  Subnormal  and  severely  subnormal  persons 
receiving  home  visits  and  in  hospitals. 


Under  16 

i 

Over  16 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

(i)  Receiving  Home  Visits. 

(a)  Under  Supervision 

(b)  Attending  and  awaiting 

3 

2 

95 

115 

215 

admission  to  Special 
Training  Centre. 

46 

33 

21 

20 

120 

(c)  Awaiting  admission  to 

hospital 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

(ii)  In  Hospital 

6 

12 

96 

94 

208 

Total 

55 

47 

212 

230 

544 

This  total  of  544  known  subnormal  and  severely  subnormal 
persons  is  the  number  considered  under  the  terms  of  the  Mental 
Health  Act  1959  to  be  in  need  of  care  either  in  the  community  or  in 
hospital.  It  is  smaller  than  the  old  register  kept  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts  because  many  persons  previously  classified  under 
voluntary  supervision  are  now  well  established  in  the  community 
and  no  longer  in  need  of  regular  visiting. 


SPECIAL  TRAINING  CENTRE. 


THE  SPECIAL  TRAINING  CENTRE  continues  to  satisfy  a 
great  need  in  the  community  care  of  the  mentally  sub-normal. 
There  were  117  (67  boys  and  50  girls)  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year  including  1 1  cases  resident  outside  the  Borough. 

During  1961  there  were  10  admissions  to  the  Centre  ;  1  senior 

male  left  on  removal  from  the  district,  and  8  juniors  were  admitted 
to  hospital  ;  several  young  children  benefited  from  a  period  in 
short-stay  homes  during  the  holiday  period  and  enabled  their  par¬ 
ents  to  take  a  holiday  as  well. 

The  children  participate  in  the  medical  facilities  available  to 
school  children,  and  during  the  year  arrangements  were  made  for 
the  Local  Health  Authority’s  Physiotherapist  to  attend  at  the  Centre 
for  two  sessions  each  week  to  give  treatment  to  spastic  children. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  senior  boys  and  girls  to  be 
taken  to  Kingswood  Holiday  Camp  every  day  during  the  Summer 
term;  the  usual  training  was  continued  there  and  this  relieved  the 
overcrowding  at  the  Special  Training  Centre  until  the  new  classroom 
was  completed.  The  new  classroom  erected  in  the  grounds  of  the 
Special  Training  Centre  from  the  1st  October  has  accommodated 
40  seniors  who  previously  used  the  Spiritualist  Church  Hall. 

During  the  summer  the  Senior  boys  had  a  day’s  outing  on  a 
canal  barge.  This  was  a  most  successful  experiment  and  it  is  hoped 
it  will  be  possible  to  repeat  it.  The  senior  and  junior  Christmas 
Parties  were  held  as  usual. 

Two  of  the  senior  girls  are  employed  in  the  town  for  two 
mornings  each  week  doing  domestic  work,  and  an  older  boy  does 
part  time  work. 

The  average  cost  of  training  centres  per  thousand  population 
for  the  83  County  Boroughs  of  England  and  Wales  in  the  year  1960- 
61  was  £71  8s.  Od.  ;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was  £60  8s.  Od. 

The  average  cost  of  other  mental  health  services  for  the  83 
County  Boroughs  was  £45  Is.  Od.  ;  in  Wolverhampton  it  was 
£35  18s.  Od, 
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li.  Care  of  the  Aged  and  Infirm. 

The  National  Assistance  Act  provides  for  persons  who,  being 
seriously  ill  or  being  aged,  infirm,  or  incapacitated,  are  living  in 
insanitary  conditions  and  are  unable  to  obtain  proper  care  and 
attention.  Action  can  be  taken  by  the  local  authority  if  the  medical 
officer  of  health  certifies  that  it  is  necessary  to  remove  such  persons 
either  in  their  own  interests  or  for  preventing  injury  or  serious 
nuisance  to  others. 

During  the  year  6  cases  (5  females  and  1  male)  were  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department.  Two  agreed  to  enter 
hospital;  two  accepted  suitable  institutional  accommodation  and 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  other  two  to  be  nursed  satisfactorily 
at  home. 


12.  Epileptics. 

Only  17  epileptics  have  registered  under  the  Council’s  scheme 
under  the  National  Assistance  Act  and  they  represent  probably 
no  more  than  five  per  cent  of  the  epileptics  in  Wolverhampton. 
Four  epileptic  children  of  school  age  are  in  special  schools  and 
several  other  epileptic  children  who  do  not  need  special  education 
attend  ordinary  schools.  Among  the  subnormal  who  are  not  in 
institutions  41  children  are  known  to  be  epileptic  and  15  of  these 
attend  the  Special  Training  Centre. 


13.  Spastics. 

There  is  little  known  about  the  number  of  spastics  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton  and  only  12  adults  have  registered  under  the  Council’s 
scheme.  Spastics  of  school  age  include  9  attending  a  special  school 
as  day  pupils;  8  at  special  boarding  schools  and  1  awaiting  admiss¬ 
ion.  In  addition  a  number  of  mild  cases  of  spacticity  presenting 
no  special  educational  problem  attend  ordinary  schools  in  the  town. 
Some  subnormal  children  have  the  additional  disability  of  being 
spastic  and  in  the  class  of  mentally  subnormal  spastic  children  at 
the  Special  Training  Centre  there  are  now  14  children  of  whom  5 
are  chair  cases  ;  3  of  the  spastics  are  also  epileptics  and  are  included 
in  the  figure  for  epileptics. 


14.  Blind  Persons. 


The  number  of  cases 

registered  during  the  year 

was  29  blind 

and  9  partially  sighted  and  the 

number  of  blind  persons  on  the 

register  at  the  end  of  the 
tribution  were  : — 

year  was  333.  Their  age 

and  sex  dis- 

Age  Group. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  2 

2 

— 

2 

Age  3 

— 

— 

— 

5—10 

2 

2 

4 

11—15 

1 

2 

3 

16—20 

3 

1 

4 

21—29 

6 

2 

8 

30—39 

12 

3 

15 

40—49 

13 

12 

25 

50—59 

15 

20 

35 

60—64 

12 

17 

29 

65—69 

15 

24 

39 

70—79 

40 

50 

90 

80—84 

17 

23 

40 

85—89 

9 

21 

30 

90  &  over 

5 

4 

9 

152 

181 

333 

The  Table  shows  that  63  per  cent  of  the  registered  blind  are 
aged  65  years  and  over,  and  that  51  per  cent  are  aged  70  years  or 
over. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  registered  dur¬ 
ing  the  year,  the  number  of  these  in  which  treatment  was  recom¬ 
mended  and  the  number  who  received  it 


Cases  Registered. 

Cause  of  Disability. 

Cataract. 

Glaucoma. 

Retrolental 

Fibroplasia. 

Others. 

Total 

12 

10 

— 

16 

Recommended  for 
Treatment 

11 

10 

— 

10 

Received  Treatment 

4 

6 

— 

5 

15.  Medical  Examinations. 


Medical  examinations  were  carried  out  by  the  medical  staff 
of  the  Health  Department  for  the  Transport,  Fire  Service  and 
other  Corporation  departments.  The  total  number  of  examinations 
during  1961  was  867,  comprising  686  males  and  181  females, 
including  510  (436  males  and  74  females)  for  the  Transport  De¬ 
partment  and  42  males  for  the  Fire  Service.  A  charge  is  made  to 
the  Transport  and  Fire  Service  for  each  examination  performed, 
but  no  charge  is  made  to  other  Corporation  Departments.  In 
addition,  77  blood  samples  were  taken  from  Water  Department 
employees  to  exclude  latent  typhoid  infection. 

SECTION  III. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

1.  Incidence. 

The  corrected  notifications  per  1,000  population  of  certain 
infectious  diseases  in  Wolverhampton  during  1961  are  appended  : — 


Rate  per  1 ,000 

Disease. 

population. 

Scarlet  Fever 

0.47 

Whooping  Cough 

0.23 

Measles 

15.35 

Dysentery 

0.07 

Meningococcal  infection 

0.01 

Pneumonia 

0.53 

Erysipelas 

0.01 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

21.48 

per  1,000  total 
births  occurring  in 
Wolverhampton. 

There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  diphtheria,  smallpox, 
encephalitis,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  or  typhoid  fever. 

2.  Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  70  cases,  all  of  which  were  nursed  at  home. 

There  were  no  deaths. 

3.  Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  34  notifications;  all  the  cases  were  nursed  at  home. 
There  were  no  deaths. 
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4.  Measles. 

Notifications  for  the  year  numbered  2,299  compared  with  324 
during  1960  and  1,610  in  1959.  Sixteen  cases  were  nursed  in  hospital, 
and  no  deaths  occurred. 

5.  Dysentery. 

Notifications  were  10;  three  cases  were  admitted  to  hospital. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

6.  Meningococcal  Infection. 

The  one  notified  case  was  nursed  in  hospital  and  recovered. 

7.  Pneumonia. 

There  were  79  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  and  there  were  175 
deaths  but  only  six  of  these  were  amongst  the  notified  cases;  ten 
notified  cases  were  nursed  in  hospital. 

8.  Paratyphoid  fever. 

There  was  one  notified  case,  a  two  months  old  boy,  who  was 
nursed  in  hospital  and  recovered. 

9.  Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  82,  of  which  only  33  were 
Wolverhampton  residents.  Of  the  Wolverhampton  cases,  2  were 
confined  at  home  and  31  in  hospital.  The  other  49  cases  were  all 
confined  in  Wolverhampton  hospitals. 

10.  Miscellaneous. 

Among  the  miscellaneous  cases  notified  were  2  cases  of  erysi¬ 
pelas  and  2  cases  of  malaria  both  of  which  were  contracted  abroad. 

11.  V enereal  Diseases. 

The  treatment  of  these  diseases  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  and  facilities  are  provided  at  the  Royal 
Hospital. 

SYPHILIS.  During  the  year  79  cases  (36  males  and  43  fe¬ 
males)  were  dealt  with  for  the  first  time;  2  of  them  were  suffering 
from  primary  or  secondary  syphilis  or  latent  syphilis  in  the  first 
year  of  infection.  Of  these  79  cases,  69  were  Wolverhampton 
residents.  In  addition  one  Wolverhampton  resident  suffering  from 
syphilis  was  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  at  Dudley. 


* 
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GONORRHOEA.  There  were  249  cases  (206  males  and  43 
females)  dealt  with  for  the  first  time,  and  188  of  these  were  Wol¬ 
verhampton  residents.  In  addition,  7  Wolverhampton  residents 
suffering  from  gonorrhoea  were  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  at 
Dudley. 

OTHER  CONDITIONS.  The  number  of  cases  dealt  with  for 
the  first  time  was  852  (548  males  and  304  females),  but  575  of  them 
(322  males  and  253  females)  did  not  require  treatment.  In  addition  5 
Wolverhampton  residents  suffering  from  one  of  these  other 
conditions  were  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  at  Dudley. 


12,  Tuberculosis. 

The  local  health  authority  is  responsible  for  measures  designed 
to  prevent  tuberculosis,  and  they  include  advising  the  Housing 
Committee  on  the  desirability  of  providing  housing  accommodation 
for  families  containing  a  tuberculous  member,  persuading  all 
contacts  of  known  cases  to  report  for  examination,  the  routine  Heaf 
testing  of  all  infants  attending  welfare  centres  and  all  school  en¬ 
trants,  and  B.C.G.  vaccination  of  all  school  leavers  of  whom  1,723 
were  vaccinated  during  the  year  as  well  as  1 74  older  school  children 
and  students.  X-ray  facilities  readily  available  to  general  praction- 
ers  have  continued  to  be  available  in  ascertaining  cases. 

Since  1920  there  have  been  continuous  declines  in  both  pul¬ 
monary  and  non-pulmonary  death  rates  in  Wolverhampton.  In 
1951  the  death  rate  from  all  forms  of  tuberculosis  had  declined  to 
51  per  100,000,  in  1955  to  17,  in  1957  to  11,  in  1958  to  10,  in  1959  to 
9  and  in  1960  to  7.  In  1961  (with  15  deaths,  all  pulmonary)  it  rose 
to  10  per  100,000. 
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Notification. 


Year 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Pulmonary 

Male 

84 

91 

62 

63 

65 

Female 

52 

41 

34 

35 

36 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

4 

7 

3 

6 

11 

Female 

10 

2 

4 

2 

8 

Total 

150 

141 

103 

106 

120 

The  cases  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1961  were 
classified  as  follows  : — * 


Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 


Male 

759 

Male 

62 

Female 

477 

Female 

53 

1,236 

115 

Deaths. 

The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  in  1961  and  the  preceding  4 
years  are  given  below  : — 


Year 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

Pulmonary 

Male 

13 

8 

8 

7 

10 

Female 

1 

3 

2 

3 

5 

Non-Pulmonary 

Male 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Female 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

17 

15 

13 

10 

15 

Details  of  notifications  and  deaths  are  given  below  : — 


NEW  CASES 


DEATHS 


Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 


Age 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—  1 
1—  4 
5—14 

1 

2 

3 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

11 

8 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—44 

24 

18 

4 

5 

1 

2 

— 

— 

45—64 

25 

5 

2 

— 

6 

3 

— 

— 

65—74 

2 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

75&over 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

65 

36 

11 

8 

10 

5 

— 

— 

Respiratory  Non-Respiratory 


60 


13.  Cancer. 

The  number  of  deaths  attributed  to  cancer  and  allied  conditions 
was  333.  The  age  and  sex  distribution  of  the  cases  were  : — 


Age. 

0—  1 

1—  4 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

— 

1 

1 

5—14 

— 

— 

— 

15—24 

3 

— 

3 

25—44 

11 

9 

20 

45—64 

95 

45 

140 

65—74 

56 

43 

99 

75  and  over 

30 

40 

70 

195 

138 

333 

The  sites  of  the  disease  were  : 


Tongue 

Male. 

1 

Female 

Total. 

1 

Tonsil 

1 

— 

1 

Pharynx 

2 

— 

2 

Hypopharynx 

2 

1 

3 

Oesophagus 

5 

4 

9 

Stomach 

22 

22 

44 

Duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

Large  Intestine 

12 

7 

19 

Caecum 

1 

2 

3 

Colon 

2 

4 

6 

Intestine  (unspecified) 

1 

1 

2 

Rectum 

6 

4 

10 

Peritoneum 

1 

1 

2 

Gall  Bladder 

2 

4 

6 

Liver 

3 

6 

9 

Kidney 

3 

2 

5 

Pancreas 

7 

2 

9 

Larynx 

2 

1 

3 

Thyroid 

— 

3 

3 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

81 

14 

95 

Breast 

— 

27 

27 

Uterus 

— 

10 

10 

Ovary 

— 

4 

4 

Vulva 

— 

2 

2 

Vagina 

- r 

1 

1 

Bladder 

6 

— 

6 

Prostate 

17 

—  . 

17 

Testis 

2 

— 

2 

Skin  (Epithelioma) 

— 

3 

3 

Bone  (Maxillary  Sinus) 

— 

1 

1 

Bone  (Lower  Limb) 

— 

1 

1 

Spine 

2 

— 

2 

Neuro-Myopathy 

— 

1 

1 

Reticulosis 

2 

1 

3 

Other  Sites 

3 

5 

8 

Lymphosarcoma 

2 

— 

2 

Multiple  Myeloma 

1 

1 

2 

Leukaemia 

5 

3 

8 

Totals 

195 

138 

333 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

F.  Binns  Hartley,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H. 

The  number  of  qualified  inspectors  remained  below  establish¬ 
ment.  The  new  training  course  for  the  Diploma  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  Education  Board  is  now  established,  but  it  is  too 
early  to  judge  the  ultimate  effect  upon  recruitment.  However,  it 
is  confidently  expected  that  a  substantially  higher  percentage  of 
passes  in  the  final  examination  and  a  consequent  reduction  in  the 
wastage  associated  with  the  old  scheme  will  result. 

Progress  in  slum  clearance  continued  satisfactorily.  Since 
June,  1954,  3,454  houses  have  been  represented  in  clearance  areas 
and  653  as  individual  houses,  making  a  total  of  4,107. 

The  Council  have  for  some  years  been  operating  a  scheme  for 
giving  information  to  prospective  house  purchasers  about  its  slum 
clearance  and  redevelopment  proposals,  and  numerous  enquiries 
are  received.  During  the  course  of  inspections  made  in  connection 
with  the  slum  clearance  programme,  cases  are  still  being  found  where 
houses  have  recently  been  purchased  for  owner-occupation  with¬ 
out  the  purchaser  being  aware  of  the  Council’s  proposals.  In¬ 
variably  the  purchaser  is  involved  in  considerable  financial  hard¬ 
ship. 


The  Housing  Act,  1961  came  into  operation  on  the  24th  Novem¬ 
ber.  The  provisions  are  mainly  connected  with  houses  in  multiple 
occupation  and  give  power  for  :- 

i.  the  application  of  codes  of  management. 

ii.  the  provision  of  additional  services  and  facilities. 

iii.  the  carrying  out  of  works  by  the  local  authority. 

iv.  the  prevention  or  reduction  of  overcrowding. 

In  addition,  a  report  is  called  for  within  two  years  upon  the  use 
made  of  the  provisions  and  the  experience  gained.  It  is  anticipated 
that  the  operation  of  the  Act  will  present  many  difficulties  and  it  is 
essential  that  systematic  inspections  are  commenced  immediately. 
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Two  further  Smoke  Control  Orders  were  made  and  submitted 
to  the  Minister  for  confirmation.  They  are  entitled  the  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Corporation  (Wobaston  Area)  Smoke  Control  Order  No.  2 
involving  1,004  premises,  and  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation 
(Marsh  Lane  Area)  Smoke  Control  Order  No.  3  involving  583 
premises.  The  Orders  are  provisionally  to  become  operative  on  the 
1st  October,  1962  and  the  1st  October,  1963  respectively,  but 
confirmation  had  not  been  received  by  the  31st  December. 

Most  of  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1961,  came 
into  operation  on  the  3rd  October  and  concern  a  number  of  public 
health  matters  which  are  already  included  in  local  Acts  ;  they  are 
chiefly  modest  extensions  or  adaptations  of  existing  statutory 
provisions  which  the  experience  of  local  authorities  had  shown  to  be 
necessary.  One  of  the  sections  enables  a  local  authority  to  by-pass 
the  protracted  nuisance  procedure  and  carry  out  work  in  default 
after  a  short  period  ;  this  provision  will  greatly  assist  the  public 
health  inspector  in  remedying  urgent  defects. 

The  reports  upon  milk  and  ice  cream  samples  indicated  that 
these  supplies  continued  to  be  satisfactory.  With  regard  to  the 
sampling  of  food  and  drugs,  2.8  %  of  the  samples  taken  for  analysis 
were  found  to  be  either  non-genuine  or  bearing  an  unsatisfactory 
label  or  description. 
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SECTION  IV 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  Water  Supply 

(a)  The  water  is  supplied  to  the  area  by  the  Corporation 
Undertaking  ;  the  supply  was  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. 


(b)  The  Undertaking  supplies  a  population  of  342,300  in 
Wolverhampton  and  surrounding  districts  and  obtains  its  water 
from  several  sources.  It  has  its  own  laboratory  where  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  were  made  of  the  raw  and  treated  waters  ; 
the  results  are  summarised  in  the  following  reports: — 

Bacteriological  Examinations 

Water  before  and  during  Treatment 


Coli-Aerogenes  organisms 


No.  of 

per 

100  ml. 

Source  of  Supply 

Samples 

0 

1-2 

3-10 

Over 

Cosford 

River  Worfe  raw  water 

..  12 

Median  1100 

Settled  Water 

. .  12 

11 

0 

1 

0 

Filtered  Water 

..  12 

11 

0 

1 

0 

Well  Water 

. .  51 

51 

0 

0 

0 

Tettenhall 

No.  1  Borehole 

. .  51 

51 

0 

0 

0 

No.  2  Borehole 

..  51 

51 

0 

0 

0 

Dimmingsdale 

No.  1  Borehole 

. .  38 

38 

0 

0 

0 

No.  2  Borehole 

. .  38 

38 

0 

0 

0 

No.  3  Borehole 

. .  50 

50 

0 

0 

0 

Hilton 

No.  1  Borehole 

. .  32 

32 

0 

0 

0 

No.  2  Borehole 

. .  66 

66 

0 

0 

0 

Stableford 

No.  1  Borehole 

.  .  15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

No.  2  Borehole 

. .  21 

21 

0 

0 

0 

No.  3  Borehole 

. .  46 

46 

0 

0 

0 

No.  4  Borehole 

. .  52 

52 

0 

0 

0 

Tom  Hill 

Borehole 

.  .  51 

51 

0 

0 

0 

Copley 

Trial  Borehole 

Total  . . 

..  25 

..  623 

25 

0 

0 

0 

Water  going  into  Distribution 


Coli-Aerogenes  organisms 
No.  of  per  100  ml. 

Source  of  Supply  Samples  0  1-2  3-10  Over  10 

Cosford 

Mixed  treated  well  water  and 


treated  river  water 
Tettenhall 

Treated  water  from  reservoirs 
Dimmingsdale 

Treated  water  from  boreholes 
Hilton 

Treated  water  from  boreholes 
Bratch 

Treated  water  from  borehole 
Tom  Hill 

Treated  water  from  borehole 
Rindleford 

Untreated  water  from  borehole 


98 

97 

1 

0 

0 

197 

188 

6 

3 

0 

52 

51 

1 

0 

0 

97 

97 

0 

0 

0 

51 

50 

1 

0 

0 

51 

51 

0 

0 

0 

46 

46 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

..  592  580 

9 

3 

0 

Water  from  Distribution  System 

Coli-Aerogenes  organisms 
No.  of  per  100  ml. 


Source  of  Supply 

Samples  0 

1-2 

3-10  Over  10 

Reservoirs 

Tettenhall 

..  30 

28 

0 

2 

0 

Goldthorn  Hill  . . 

..  15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Bushbury  Hill 

. .  16 

16 

0 

0 

0 

Coton  Road 

..  30 

30 

0 

0 

0 

Woodcross 

. .  15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Hermitage  Hill  . . 

. .  30 

29 

0 

1 

0 

Hundred  Hill 

..  15 

14 

1 

0 

0 

Elevated  Tanks 

Essington 

. .  21 

19 

1 

0 

1 

Bishops  Wood  . . 

. .  15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Gough  Road,  Coseley 

..  15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Re-pumping  Stations 

Goldthorn  Hill  . . 

..  15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Sandbeds 

.  .  15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Millfields 

. .  15 

14 

1 

0 

0 

Linthouses 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Salop  Street,  Bridgnorth 

..  15 

15 

0 

0 

0 

Kiddemore  Green 

.  .  11 

11 

0 

0 

0 

Distribution  Mains 

Hydrants 

..  142 

129 

3 

1 

9 

Domestic  Taps  . . 

..  4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . . 

..  420 

400 

6 

4 

10 
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Miscellaneous  Samples 

New  and  Repaired  Mains 

312 

Sundry 

15 

Total 

327 

Total  Number  of  Samples  Examined 

Water  before  and  during  Treatment 

623 

Water  going  into  Distribution 

592 

Water  from  Distribution  System 

420 

Miscellaneous 

327 

Total 

. .  1962 

In  addition,  35  routine  monthly  samples  of  drinking  water 
were  taken  by  this  department  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  ;  all  the  reports  were  satisfactory. 

Chemical  Analyses 

Owing  to  shortage  of  staff,  no  samples  were  taken  by  the  Under¬ 
taking.  Thirty-five  routine  monthly  samples  of  drinking  water 
were  taken  by  this  department  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
and  in  each  instance  the  report  was  satisfactory. 

(c)  The  water  supplied  is  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

(d)  There  was  no  instance  of  contamination  of  the  supply 
subsequent  to  leaving  the  works. 

(e)  For  practical  purposes  all  the  dwelling  houses  in  the 
borough  have  a  mains  water  supply  direct  to  the  house,  although 
in  a  number  of  cases  the  tap  is  situated  in  an  outbuilding  or  in  a 
common  yard.  In  no  instance  is  the  supply  from  a  communal 
stand-pipe  in  a  public  place. 

2.  Public  Swimming  Baths 

Public  swimming  baths,  operated  by  the  Council,  are  situated 
at  Bath  Avenue  and  Tudor  Road  ;  two  baths  are  in  use  at  each 
location. 

The  baths  are  filled  with  water  from  a  town  main  supply  ;  this 
water  is  then  treated  by  filtration  and  breakpoint  chlorination. 
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Caustic  soda  is  also  added  so  as  to  obtain  a  pH  value  of  7.8  to  8.0. 
Treatment  of  the  water  is  continued  during  the  period  the  baths  are 
in  use,  and  for  two  hours  afterwards. 

At  Bath  Avenue,  the  water  in  both  baths  is  treated  continuously 
at  a  rate  equivalent  to  a  complete  change  every  4|  hours. 

At  Tudor  Road,  the  simultaneous  treatment  of  the  water  in 
both  baths  is  impracticable  ;  the  small  “children’s  bath”,  which  is 
treated  three  times  per  day  for  periods  varying  between  one  and  two 
hours,  and  the  main  bath  are  treated  alternately.  The  water  is 
treated  at  a  rate  of  approximately  30,000  gallons  per  hour,  which  is 
equivalent  to  a  complete  change  of  the  water  in  the  main  bath  every 
three  hours,  and  a  complete  change  in  the  children’s  bath  every 
forty  minutes. 

Routine  samples  were  taken  from  the  four  baths  ;  38  samples 

were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  a  similar  number  for 
bacteriological  examination.  Two  of  the  latter  were  reported  to  be 
unsatisfactory  ;  repeat  samples  were  taken  and  proved  to  be 
satisfactory. 

3.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  arrangements  for  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  are  reas¬ 
onably  adequate.  Investigations  are  in  hand  to  ascertain  what 
improvements  can  be  made  to  the  sewerage  system,  and  schemes 
are  being  prepared  for  extending  the  purification  plants  at  two  of 
the  Sewage  Works  in  order  that  the  unusually  high  quality  effluents 
required  by  the  situation  may  be  produced.  At  the  Merry  Hill 
Works,  no  plans  have  yet  been  made  for  extending  the  purification 
capacity  but  a  scheme  for  the  installation  of  heated  sludge  diges¬ 
tion,  in  order  to  prevent  odour  nuisance  in  sludge  disposal,  ii 
being  prepared. 

4.  Offensive  Trades 

Offensive  trades  operated  upon  four  premises,  the  trades  of 
fat  melter,  bone  boiler,  blood  boiler  and  drier,  and  gut  scraper 
being  carried  on. 
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5.  Hairdressers’  and  Barbers’  Premises 

Fourteen  applications  were  received  and  approved  under 
Section  87  of  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act,  1936  for  the 
registration  of  hairdressers  and  their  premises  ;  196  persons  and 

their  premises  are  now  on  the  register  and  46  inspections  were  made. 

6.  Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933 

Five  applications  were  received  for  entry  in  the  local  author¬ 
ity’s  list  of  persons  entitled  to  sell  poisons  under  Part  II  of  the  above- 
mentioned  Act  and  the  Regulations  made  thereunder  ;  these 
applications  were  granted.  A  total  of  139  persons  and  firms 
operating  from  177  premises  is  now  on  the  register  ;  11  routine 

inspections  were  carried  out. 

7.  Sanitation 

A  total  of  784  complaints  was  received  and  investigated. 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  action  taken  : — 


(a)  Dwelling  houses — - 

Inspections  made 

912 

Informal  notices  served 

. .  404 

Statutory  notices  served 

189 

Informal  notices  complied 

.  .  507 

Statutory  notices  complied 

.  .  277 

(b)  Drainage  systems — 

Drains —  Found  obstructed 

175 

Statutory  notices  served 

101 

(The  Wolverhampton 

Corporation  Act,  1925) 

Cleared 

175 

Public  sewers —  Found  obstructed 

92 

Referred  to  and  cleared 

by  Borough  Engineer 

92 

Private  sewers — Found  obstructed 

25 

Statutory  notices  served 

48 

(The  Wolverhampton 

Corporation  Act,  1925) 

Cleared 

25 

(c)  Miscellaneous  visits  made 

..  1,650 

(d)  Total  re-visits  and  improvements — 

Total  re-visits  to  all  premises 

..  3,141 

Total  improvements  recorded 

.  .  1,601 
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Legal  proceedings  under  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936  were  instituted  in  eight  cases  with  the  following  results: — 

Section  45 

(i)  Work  completed  before  hearing — summons  withdrawn. 

Section  94 

(i)  Nuisance  Order  made  by  Magistrates  to  comply  within 
a  period  of  14  days.  Fine  of  £3.0.0.  imposed  with 
10s.  6d.  costs.  Work  completed  and  Nuisance  Order 
complied  with. 

(ii)  Nuisance  Order  made  by  Magistrates  to  comply  within 
a  period  of  14  days.  Fine  of  £3.  0.  0.  imposed  with 
10s.  6d.  costs.  Work  completed  and  Nuisance  Order 
complied  with. 

(iii)  Work  completed  before  hearing — summons  withdrawn. 

(iv)  Work  completed  before  hearing — summons  withdrawn. 

(v)  Nuisance  Order  made  by  Magistrates  to  comply  within 
a  period  of  14  days.  Fine  of  £5.  0.  0.  imposed  with 
10s.  6d.  costs.  Work  completed  and  Nuisance  Order 
complied  with. 

(vi)  Adjourned  for  3  weeks — work  completed  and  summons 
withdrawn. 

(vii)  Work  completed  before  hearing — summons  withdrawn. 


8.  Infectious  Diseases 

Seventy-eight  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Hous¬ 
ing  conditions,  contacts  and  their  employment,  milk  supplies  and, 
in  appropriate  cases,  the  means  of  isolation  formed  the  subjects 
of  the  enquiries. 

9.  Keeping  of  Animals 

Twelve  inspections  of  premises  were  made  in  connection  with 
the  keeping  of  animals. 

10.  Disinfection  and  Disinfestation 

The  following  table  summarises  the  action  taken  : — 

Disinfection — 

No.  of  rooms  fumigated  .  .  ..  .  .  .  .  46 

No.  of  rooms  sprayed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  55 

Articles  sprayed — 

Bedding  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  24 

Personal  clothing  .....  . .  . .  . .  86 
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Disinfestation — 

No.  of  rooms  fumigated  .  .  .  .  ....  29 

No.  of  rooms  sprayed  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  22 

11.  Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

Smoke  Control  Areas 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  (Central  Area)  Smoke 
Control  Order  No.  1  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  and  became  operative  on  the  1st  November. 
The  area  comprises  approximately  32.5  acres  and  is  located  in  the 
town  centre.  The  total  number  of  premises  involved  was  522  of 
which  64  were  dwellings.  Proposed  alterations  to  fireplaces  in  the 
latter  were  considered  and  approval  notices  sent  where  appropriate  ; 
works  of  adaptation  or  replacement  were  subsequently  inspected 
and  the  payment  of  grant  authorised. 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  (Wobaston  Area)  Smoke 
Control  Order  No.  2  and  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  (Marsh 
Lane  Area)  Smoke  Control  Order  No.  3  were  also  made  and  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Minister  for  confirmation.  These  Orders  were  prov¬ 
isionally  to  become  operative  on  the  1st  October,  1962  and  the  1st 
October,  1963  respectively,  but  confirmation  had  not  been  received 
by  the  31st  December. 

Smoke  Observations 

Twenty-two  smoke  observations  of  varying  duration  were 
carried  out,  mainly  on  chimneys  at  industrial  premises.  The  only 
excessive  emission  recorded  occurred  at  premises  where  a  boiler 
was  temporarily  out  of  commission  and  the  load  was  being  carried 
by  other  less  suitable  ones.  A  new  boiler  was  awaiting  installation. 

Applications  for  Prior  Approval.  No  applications  were  received 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  3  (2). 

Notification  of  Intention  to  Install  Furnaces.  Notifications  were 
received  in  respect  of  5  installations  in  accordance  with  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  Section  3  (3).  In  each  case,  the  furnace  was  of  a  type 
capable  of  being  operated  in  compliance  with  the  Act  and  Regu¬ 
lations. 


70 


Height  of  Chimneys.  Eleven  proposals  to  erect  chimneys  at 
industrial  premises  were  received  and  approved  in  accordance  with 
Section  10. 

Grit  Arresting  Plant.  Details  of  grit  arresting  plant  were  sub¬ 
mitted  for  approval  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  6. 
The  plant  was  considered  suitable  for  the  purpose  and  was  approved. 

12.  Measurement  of  Atmospheric  Pollution 

Investigations  were  continued  by  means  of  one  deposit  gauge, 
four  lead  peroxide  installations,  one  volumetric  sulphur  dioxide 
measuring  instrument  and  one  smoke  measuring  instrument. 

The  deposit  of  solid  matter  in  the  vicinity  of  the  deposit  gauge 
sn  Cleveland  Road  was  at  the  rate  of  237.92  tons  per  square  mile. 

13.  Factories  Acts,  1937  to  1959 

In  addition  to  works  of  building  construction,  etc.,  it  is  estima¬ 
ted  that  there  are  882  factories,  810  having  mechanical  power  and 
72  having  no  mechanical  power. 

Six  hundred  and  twenty-one  inspections  were  carried  out  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  those  parts  of  the  Factories  Acts  and 
Regulations  for  which  the  local  authority  is  responsible.  As  a 
result  of  these  inspections,  118  notices  were  served  ;  of  the  138 
cases  in  which  defects  were  found,  136  referred  to  unsuitable  or 
defective  sanitary  conveniences  and  in  2  cases  there  was  insufficient 
sanitary  accommodation.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
numbered  96,  all  of  which  referred  to  sanitary  conveniences. 

Proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  occupier  of  a  factory 
for  his  failure  to  provide  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  for  the  use 
of  his  employees.  A  fine  of  £40  was  imposed. 

Tables,  giving  particulars  required  by  Section  128  (3)  of  the 
Factories  Act,  1937,  are  attached  as  an  Appendix  to  the  Report. 

14.  Noise  Nuisances 

Fourteen  complaints  of  noise  nuisances  were  received  and 
investigated.  The  majority  concerned  industrial  and  commercial 
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establishments.  In  some  cases,  the  noise  was  due  to  operations 
which  were  later  discontinued  ;  in  other  instances,  efforts  were 
made  to  reduce  the  noise  nuisances  by  resiting  the  processes  con¬ 
cerned. 

The  problem  of  noise  nuisance  from  one  factory  was  still  not 
resolved  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

15.  Fumes 

Nineteen  complaints  relating  to  objectionable  odours  were 
received  and  investigated.  Six  were  found  to  be  due  to  defective 
drains  and  gas  leaks,  and  were  remedied.  In  two  instances,  un¬ 
pleasant  odours  arose  during  demolition  and  subsequent  works  at 
old  factories  ;  they  were  of  relatively  short  duration  and  nuisance 
ceased  on  completion  of  the  works.  The  remainder  of  the  com¬ 
plaints  concerned  industrial  processes  ;  in  these  cases,  the  odours 
;  were  normally  produced  in  the  operation  of  the  business,  and  steps 
were  taken  to  reduce  them  to  a  minimum  or  to  mitigate  their  effect 
by  treatment  or  dispersal. 

16.  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

The  type  of  work  specified  in  the  Act  was  carried  on  at  6  regis¬ 
tered  premises. 

Three  samples  were  taken,  consisting  of  washed  flock  (described 
as  30%  woollen  flock),  coir  fibre  and  new  cotton  mill  puff;  the  Analyst 
reported  that  each  sample  conformed  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Regulations. 

17.  Canal  Boats 

Twenty  inspections  were  carried  out  and  six  infringements  of 
the  Public  Health  Act  and  the  Canal  Boat  Regulations  were  found; 
four  notices  were  served  and  four  were  complied  with. 

18.  Rodent  Control 

Details  of  the  activity  are  given  in  the  following  report,  which 
was  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  Minister  found  it  necessary  to  alter  the  form  used  hitherto, 
in  order  to  make  the  report  more  informative  as  a  means  of  gauging 
the  progress  of  rodent  control  throughout  the  country. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Report  for  12  months  ended  31st  December,  1961 


Type  of  Property 


■ 

Non-Ag 

| 

:ricultural 

(5) 

Agri¬ 

cultural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 
Houses 
(inch  Coun¬ 
cil  Houses). 

(3) 

All  other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  and  (3) 

(i)  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

260 

44,855 

7,577 

52,692 

5 

(ii)  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 
of  notification 

Number  of  such 
properties  found  to 
be  infested  by  : 

")  Major 
Common  !>- 
rat  J  Minor 

117 

742 

208 

1,067 

— 

59 

447 

120 

626 

— 

3  Major 
Ship  rat  > 

J  Minor 

'j  Major 
House  V 

mouse  J  Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

, 

_ 

42 

204 

79 

325 

— 

(iii)  Total  number  of 
properties  inspected 
in  the  course  of 
survey  under  the  Act 

— 

— 

— 

5 

(none 

infested) 

(iv)  Total  number  of 
properties  otherwise 
inspected  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

— 

— 

— 

(v)  Total  inspections 
carried  out — includ¬ 
ing  re-inspections 

173 

862 

301 

1,336 

5 

(vi)  Number  of  infested 
properties  treated  by 
the  Local  Authority 

101 

634 

199 

934 

— 

(vii)  Total  treatments 
carried  out — includ¬ 
ing  re-treatments 

142 

731 

290 

1,163 

— 
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Detailed  records  have  been  maintained  since  the  1st  January, 
1951.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  infestations 
found  during  1961:- 


TYPE  OF  PREMISES 

Type  of 
Infestation 

Local 

Authority 

Dwelling  Houses 
(including  Council 
Houses) 

All  Other 

(including  Business 
Premises) 

Total 

Rats 

26 

284 

62 

372 

Mice 

6 

114 

26 

146 

Total 

32 

398 

88 

518 
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SECTION  V 
HOUSING 


1.  SI  ism  Clearance 

Nine  clearance  areas,  involving  295  houses,  and  72  individual 
unfit  houses  were  represented. 

Public  Inquiries  were  held  into  8  clearance  areas,  involving  267 
houses,  which  had  been  represented  in  1960.  Objections  were 
submitted  by  owners  in  respect  of  66  houses  of  which  42  were  alleged 
to  be  not  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

It  should  again  be  emphasised  that  even  when  the  initial  inspec¬ 
tion  of  the  houses  has  been  carried  out,  the  slum  clearance 
programme  involves  the  department  in  a  considerable  amount  of 
both  administrative  and  technical  work. 

The  following  data  summarise  the  progress  made  since  1954  in 
respect  of  Clearance  Schemes 


(i)  Schemes  initiated  1954  -  1960  and  completed 


Clearance  Scheme 

No.  of 
occupied 
houses 

Estimated 
number  of 
persons  to 
be  displaced 

Activity  c 

year 

urine  the 

1 96  f 

Progress  since  in  it 
of  scheme 

No. 

of  houses 
demolished 

No. 

of  persons 

displaced 

No. 

of  houses 

demolished 

h 

of  pe 
disp 

Herbert  Street 

24 

100 

— 

— 

25 

Grove  Street 
(Heath  Town) 

71 

220 

— 

— 

71 

2 

Wolverhampton  Road 
(Heath  Town) 

18 

65 

— 

— 

18 

i 

Vauxhalls 

119 

346 

— 

— 

122 

3’ 

Ragnall  Street 

223 

722 

— 

— 

226 

i: 

Pond  Lane 

44 

139 

— 

— 

44 

b 

Pearson  Street 

140 

453 

4 

3 

15! 

4' 

Moseley  Street 

8 

29 

— 

— 

9 

Tower  Street 

20 

66 

— 

— 

20 

f 
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Schemes  initiated  1954  -  1960  and  not  yet  completed 


No.  of 
occupied 
houses 

Estimated 
number  of 
persons  to 
be  displaced 

Activity  c 
year 

luring  the 
1961 

Progress  sin 
of  sc 

ce  initiation 
heme 

ance  Scheme 

No. 

of  houses 
demolished 

No. 

of  persons 
displaced 

No. 

of  houses 
demolished 

No. 

of  persons 
displaced 

Street 

111 

349 

9 

4 

114 

340 

thew  Street 

142 

427 

6 

20 

151 

453 

>se  Street 

98 

329 

l 

3 

97 

353 

Street 

107 

351 

— 

— 

105 

366 

ey  Row 

108 

346 

4 

— 

110 

374 

^Stafford  Street 

125 

381 

10 

5 

131 

421 

its  Road 

112 

280 

1 

— 

116 

315 

n’s  Square 

94 

463 

1 

— 

94 

515 

street 

90 

295 

— 

3 

55 

291 

Street 

tih  Town) 

58 

195 

— 

— 

58 

179 

i  Lane 

276 

779 

70 

31 

251 

725 

ise  Street 

194 

618 

117 

73 

171 

589 

use  Lane 

212 

648 

148 

245 

151 

614 

Street 

113 

339 

36 

258 

36 

284 

y  Hill 

5 

10 

— 

10 

— 

10 

ry  Street 

18 

57 

8 

32 

8 

35 

an  Street 

263 

783 

12 

416 

14 

442 

rceet 

67 

211 

5 

50 

5 

64 

/  Street 

:h  Town) 

185 

566 

— 

31 

— 

31 

Vestern  Passage 

27 

89 

— 

— 

— 

— 

lampton  Street 

113 

360 

— 

1 

1 

t  Confirmed  during  1961 
*  Awaiting  confirmation 
**  Awaiting  Public  Inquiry 
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(iii)  Schemes  initiated  during  1961 

(a)  Shepherd  Street  Clearance  Scheme 

This  scheme,  comprising  137  houses  in  two  clearance  areas, 
was  represented  on  the  29th  September. 

(b)  Derry  Street  Clearance  Scheme 

This  scheme,  involving  22  houses  in  two  clearance  areas,  was 
represented  on  the  27th  October. 

(c)  Melbourne  Street  Clearance  Scheme 

This  scheme,  comprising  66  houses  in  two  clearance  areas,  was 
represented  on  the  1st  December. 

(d)  St.  Mark’s  Street  Clearance  Scheme 

This  scheme,  affecting  70  houses  in  three  clearance  areas,  was 
represented  on  the  29th  December. 

Programme  for  1962 

Next  year’s  programme  envisages  the  inspection  and  represen¬ 
tation  of  approximately  350  houses  in  the  Whitmore  Reans  district. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Seventy-two  houses  or  parts  of  houses  were  represented  for 
action  under  Part  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957;  four  houses  were 
repaired  and  rendered  fit. 

2.  Discretionary  and  Standard  Grants 

The  administrative  work  in  connection  with  applications  for 
these  grants  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Engineer,  but  this  de¬ 
partment  is  always  consulted  regarding  the  suitability  of  the  property. 
One  hundred  and  forty  such  enquiries  concerning  discretionary 
grants  and  19  enquiries  with  regard  to  standard  grants  were  received 
and  dealt  with.  Most  of  these  were  in  respect  of  owner/occupied 
houses. 

The  Housing  Committee  approved  114  applications  for 
discretionary  and  25  for  standard  grants. 


3.  Rent  Act,  1957 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  action  taken  with  regard  to 
applications  received  for  the  issue  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  and 
their  cancellation 


Part  I — Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
Number  of  applications  for  certificates 
Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates — 

(i)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects 

(ii)  in  respect  of  all  defects 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlord  under 
paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 
under  proviso  to  paragraph  5  of  the  First  Schedule 

Number  of  Certificates  issued 


11 

2 

7 

1 

6 

6 


Part  II — Applications  for  Cancellation  of  Certificates 

Applications  by  Landlords  to  Local  Authority  for 

cancellation  of  certificates  . .  . .  .  .  7 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  1 

Decisions  by  Local  Authority  to  cancel  in  spite  of 

tenant’s  objections  .  .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Local  Authority  . .  . .  7 


4.  Caravans 

Forty-seven  visits  were  made  to  caravans. 

The  two  outstanding  applications  for  site  licences,  made  by 
occupiers  of  sites  that  existed  prior  to  the  operation  of  the  Caravan 
Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  were  granted  and 
licences  were  issued. 

The  two  applications  for  site  licences,  received  during  1961, 
were  refused  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  applicants  were  not  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  planning  permission  to  develop  the  land  for  the 
purpose. 


5.  Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses. 
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SECTION  VI 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
1.  Public  Abattoir 


(a)  Meat  Inspection 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  numbers  of  animals 
slaughtered  during  the  years  1961,  1960  and  1959:- 


1961 

1960 

1959 

Cattle  (other  than  cows) 

15,410 

15,895 

13,232 

Cows 

4,241 

4,463 

4,624 

Calves  . . 

1,569 

2,530 

2,515 

Sheep 

77,989 

81,250 

91,309 

Pigs  . .  . 

38,411 

42,922 

48,195 

Totals  ,  .  . . 

137,620 

147,060 

159,875 

The  total  kill  showed  a  decrease  of  6.4%  on  the  1960  figure 
and  a  decrease  of  13.9%  on  the  1959  kill. 

One  hundred  per  cent  inspection  continued  to  be  maintained 
although  the  staff  was  reduced  in  April  when  one  inspector  left; 
since  then  two  inspectors  have  carried  out  the  work.  A  part-time 
clerk  was  also  employed. 

The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  carcases  and  offal 
inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part  :  — 
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Cattle 
Exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

15,410 

4,241 

1,569 

77,989 

38,411 

— 

Number  inspected 

15,410 

4,241 

1,569 

77,989 

38,411 

— 

All  diseases  except  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci:- 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

4 

8 

2 

54 

57 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

1,914 

1,814 

5 

386 

1,456 

_ 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysti- 
cerci 

12.45 

42.96 

0.45 

0.56 

3.94 

Tuberculosis  : — 

Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

3 

_ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

18 

7 

_ 

_ 

435 

_ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

0.12 

0.19 

1.14 

Cysticercosis  : — 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

53 

6 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

53 

5 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Meat  and  Offal  condemned.  The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal 
condemned  from  all  sources  was  as  follows:- 

Meat  .  .  11  tons  1 1  cwts.  1  qr.  3  lbs. 

Offal  . .  37  tons  19  cwts.  3  qrs.  15  lbs. 


Total 


49  tons  11  cwts.  0  qr.  18  lbs. 
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Analysis  by  Weight  of  Meat  and  Offal  Condemned 


Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases 

Totals 

Meat 

lbs. 

Offal 

lbs. 

Meat 

lbs. 

Offal 

lbs. 

tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Abattoir 

Cattle 

576 

5,352 

35,350 

18 

8 

2 

6 

Cows 

1,106 

512 

4,306 

39,229 

20 

3 

0 

17 

Calves 

— 

— 

164 

36 

— 

1 

3 

4 

Sheep 

— 

— 

2,844 

1,804 

2 

1 

2 

0 

Pigs 

6,240 

150 

5,289 

7,450 

8 

10 

3 

5 

Other  Sources 

Cattle 

— 

— 

602 

— 

— 

5 

1 

14 

Totals 

7,346 

1,238 

18,557 

83,869 

49 

11 

0 

18 

(b)  Contraventions  of  Regulations 

The  report,  submitted  to  the  Abattoir  General  Manager  in  1960, 
listed  the  contraventions  of  the  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1958,  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958 
and  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955;  these  contraventions  were 
divided  into  two  categories 

(i)  those  requiring  immediate  attention. 

(ii)  those  requiring  to  be  remedied  by  the  appointed  day. 

The  Council  resolved  to  carry  out  the  work  requiring  immed¬ 
iate  attention,  but  no  decision  was  made  with  regard  to  the  items 
specified  in  the  second  category. 

2.  Private  Slaughterhouse 

(a)  Meat  Inspection 

At  the  only  private  slaughterhouse,  11,259  pigs  were  slaught¬ 
ered  ;  378  (3.36%)  showed  evidence  of  disease.  The  number  of 
pigs  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  totalled  201  (1 .79  %)  while 
177  (1.57%)  were  otherwise  diseased. 
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Meat  and  Offal  condemned.  The  total  weight  of  meat  and  offal 
condemned  was  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculosis  1  ton  2  cwts.  3  qrs.  20  lbs. 

Other  Diseases  —  16  cwts.  0  qrs.  21  lbs. 


Total  . .  1  ton  19  cwts.  0  qrs.  13  lbs. 


(b)  Improvements 

The  following  work  was  carried  out  : — 

(i)  The  complete  renovation  of  : — 

(a)  the  canteen  kitchen. 

(b)  the  cookhouse,  used  for  the  preparation  of  sausages,  black 
puddings  and  lard. 

(c)  the  bacon  drying  room. 

(ii)  Cutting-up  Room 

(a)  The  tiling  of  one  wall. 

(b)  The  replastering  of  the  remaining  walls  above  the  existing 
tiling. 

(c)  The  installation  of  a  wash-hand  basin  and  a  new  hot  water 
cylinder. 

(d)  The  provision  of  six  large  metal  tables. 

(iii)  Slaughterhall 

(a)  The  installation  of  a  wash-hand  basin. 

(b)  The  installation  of  a  steriliser. 

(iv)  Bakehouse 

(a)  Redecoration. 

(b)  The  installation  of  a  sink  with  hot  and  cold  water  supplies. 

(v)  Sanitary  Accommodation 

The  renovation  of  the  existing  sanitary  accommodation  provi¬ 
ded  for  both  male  and  female  employees. 

(c)  Contraventions  Outstanding 

The  works,  necessary  to  comply  with  the  construction  regula¬ 
tions  and  detailed  in  the  report  submitted  under  the  provisions  of 
the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  have  not  yet  been  commenced. 

3.  Frozen  Meat  Wholesale  Depots 

Supervision  of  the  four  frozen  meat  wholesale  depots  was 
again  maintained. 
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4.  Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-1958 

Forty-four  licences  were  renewed  and  four  new  licences  issued, 
making  a  total  of  48  persons  on  the  register. 

In  addition  three  slaughtermen,  issued  with  licences  by  other 
authorities,  were  employed. 

5.  Food  Premises 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  number  of  food  prem¬ 
ises  by  type  of  business  : — 


Grocery  and  Provision 

. .  390 

Licensed 

.  .  325 

Butchery 

190 

Fruit  and  Greengrocery 

149 

General 

113 

Catering  (including  Factory  Canteens) 

162 

Confectionery 

99 

Fish  Frying 

51 

Food  Manufacturing 

50 

Wet  Fish 

31 

Food  Storing 

23 

Baking 

12 

Food  Packing 

7 

Miscellaneous 

159 

Total  . . 

..  1,761 

6.  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

One  thousand,  three  hundred  and  twenty-three  visits  were  paid 
to  food  premises  for  the  purpose  of  inspection. 

The  total  weight  of  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption  was  4  tons  10  cwts.  1  qr.  25  lbs. 

7.  Disposal  of  Condemned  Food 

Carcase  meat  and  offal  are  processed  at  the  Public  Abattoir 
and  the  residual  fertilisers  are  sold  to  a  firm  of  horticulturists.  Tin¬ 
ned  goods  are  disposed  of  by  incineration  at  the  Cleansing  Depart¬ 
ment’s  depot. 


8.  Milk  Supply 

Regular  inspection  of  dairies  was  carried  out  together  with  close 
supervision  of  milk  processing  by  pasteurisation  and  sterilisation. 

Forty-two  inspections  of  dairies  were  made  and  routine  visits 
were  paid  to  milk  shops.  Details  of  registrations  are  as  follows  : — - 

Number  of  Persons  and  Firms  carrying  on  the 
trade  of  Distributor  at  or  from  premises  within 
the  borough  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  446 

Number  of  premises  within  the  borough  used  as 
Dairies  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  8 

Number  of  Dairies  outside  the  borough  retailing 
milk  within  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Number  of  Dealers,  Sterilisers  and  Pasteurisers  2 


The  following  table  shows  details  of  the  295  samples  taken  ; 
in  all  instances,  the  results  of  the  tests  applied  were  satisfactory. 


Designation 

Number 

taken 

Appropriate  tests 

Passed 

Tuberculin  Tested 

22 

Methylene  Blue 

22 

(Farm  Bottled) 

Tuberculin  Tested 

93 

Phosphatase 

93 

(Pasteurised) 

Methylene  Blue 

93 

Pasteurised 

91 

Phosphatase 

91 

Methylene  Blue 

91 

Sterilised 

89 

Turbidity 

89 

Bottle  Rinsings.  Twelve  samples,  each  consisting  of  6  rinsings 
of  milk  bottles  prior  to  filling,  were  taken  and  submitted  for  bacter¬ 
iological  examination.  One  sample  was  reported  to  be  unsatis¬ 
factory,  and  the  dairy  company  was  informed. 

9.  Ice  Cream 

Manufacturers’  Premises.  Eight  premises  are  registered  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 

Vendors’  Premises.  Thirteen  applications  for  the  registration 
of  premises  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream  were  received  and 
approved,  and  14  premises  were  removed  from  the  register,  making 
a  total  of  569  premises  registered. 
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Six  inspections  of  manufacturers’  premises  and  31  inspections 
of  vendors’  premises  were  made. 

Sampling 

(a)  Methylene  Blue  Test.  Ninety-one  samples  were  submitted 
for  examination  in  accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  Provisional 
Grades.  Five  (5.5%)  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory  compared  with 
7  (5.6  %)  in  the  previous  year.  Repeat  samples  were  taken  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

The  following  tables  show  a  summary  of  the  results  obtained 
and  also  give  a  comparison  with  1960  : — 


Manufactured  within  the  borough 


Year 

Total 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

PROVISIONAL  GRADE 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1961 

25 

20 

1 

4 

80% 

4°/ 

16% 

1960 

39 

33 

4 

1 

1 

84.6% 

10.2% 

2.6% 

2.6% 

Manufactured  outside  the  borough 


Year 

Total 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

PROVISIONAL  GRADE 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1961 

66 

65 

1 

98.5% 

1.5% 

1960 

87 

79 

3 

5 

_ 

90.8% 

3-4% 

5.8% 

Combined  summary 
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Year 

Total 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

PROVISIONAL  GRADE 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1961 

91 

85 

1 

5 

93.4% 

1  1  °/ 

5.5% 

1960 

126 

112 

7 

6 

1 

88.9% 

5.5% 

4.8% 

0.8% 

(b)  Chemical  Analysis.  Twelve  samples  of  ice  cream,  includ¬ 
ing  two  choc-bars,  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  and  all 
were  reported  to  be  genuine.  The  average  fat  content  (excluding 
the  choc-bars)  was  9.7%  compared  with  9.6%  for  the  previous  year. 

Ice  Lollies.  The  only  establishment  remaining  registered  solely 
for  the  manufacture  of  ice  lollies  closed  during  the  early  part  of  the 
year. 

Four  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  were  reported  to  be  satisfactory. 

10.  Sampling 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-three  samples  of  food  and  drugs, 
consisting  of  74  formal  and  209  informal,  were  taken  for  analysis 
by  the  Public  Analyst.  Eight  samples  (2.8%),  two  of  which  were 
formal,  were  found  to  be  either  non-genuine  or  bearing  an  unsat¬ 
isfactory  label  or  description. 

Sixty-five  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  for  analysis  and  one 
(1.54%)  was  found  to  be  below  the  prescribed  standard.  This 
sample  was  a  bottle  of  sterilised  milk  that  had  been  delivered  to  a 
private  purchaser.  It  was  found  to  contain  71%  of  extraneous 
water  ;  the  method  of  milk  steriiisation  employed  in  this  case 
would  permit  water  to  gain  access  to  the  milk  during  processing  due 
to  faulty  capping  of  the  bottle.  Proceedings  were  instituted  and 
the  dairy  company  was  given  a  conditional  discharge  on  payment 
of  costs  amounting  to  £10.  2s.  Od. 

An  article  sold  as  cream  cheese  was  found  to  be  made  from 
milk  and  not  cream  and  was  53.8%  deficient  of  fat.  Proceedings 
were  instituted  and  the  producer  was  fined  £10  with  £4.  4s.  Od.  costs. 

Ground  almonds,  sold  to  a  private  purchaser,  were  found  on 
analysis  to  contain  32  %  sugar.  Proceedings  were  instituted  against 
the  vendors,  who  were  fined  £5  and  ordered  to  pay  £10.  19s.  Od.  costs 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
Summary  of  Samples  taken 


Article 

Num 

ber  exam 

ined 

Number  unsati 

i 

sfactory 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Butter 

12 

12 

1 

1 

Cake  Mixture  . . 

2 

2 

Candied  Peel 

2 

2 

Cereals  . . 

4 

4 

Cheese 

6 

6 

Coffee 

3 

3 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

3 

3 

Cream 

16 

16 

Cream  Cheese  . . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

1 

Dried  Fruit 

10 

10 

1 

1 

Dry  Fry 

1 

1 

Fish  Paste 

2 

2 

Flour,  Self  Raising 

5 

5 

Fruit  Juices 

5 

5 

Gin 

1 

1 

Glace  Cherries  . . 

1 

5 

6 

1 

1 

2 

Ground  Almonds 

1 

5 

6 

1 

1 

Floney 

9 

9 

Honeyeast 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream 

12 

12 

Jam 

20 

20 

Jellies 

5 

5 

Lard 

2 

2 

Lemon  Curd 

3 

3 

Malt  Vinegar 

2 

2 

Margarine 

1 

1 

Marmalade 

3 

3 

Marzipan 

3 

3 

Milk 

62 

3 

65 

1 

1 

Milk  F.C.U . 

4 

4 

Mincemeat 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous  Foods  . . 

25 

25 

Pickles 

3 

3 

Rum 

2 

2 

Sauce 

12 

12 

Sausage  . . 

6 

6 

Shredded  Beef  Suet 

2 

2 

Skimmed  Milk  Powder 

1 

1 

Spices 

6 

6 

Whisky 

5 

5 

White  Pepper 

2 

2 

Yoghourt 

1 

1 

Totals  . . 

74 

209 

283 

2 

6 

8 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Administrative  Action  Taken  Regarding  Samples  Found  to  be  Unsatisfactory 
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11.  (a)  American  Pasteurised  Hen  Egg  Albumen 

One  hundred  and  eighty-nine  samples  were  taken  for  bacter¬ 
iological  examination  ;  no  pathogenic  organisms  were  isolated. 

(b)  Danish  Pasteurised  Hen  Egg  Albumen 

Forty-three  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion  ;  no  pathogenic  organisms  were  isolated. 

12.  Shell  Fish 

A  sample  of  mussels  was  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  the  report  received  was  satisfactory. 

13.  Catering  Establishments 

Routine  inspections  totalled  188  ;  one  informal  notice  was 
served,  three  notices  were  complied  with  and  twenty-four  improve¬ 
ments  recorded. 

Two  hundred  and  twenty-six  swabs  were  obtained  from  40 
premises,  and  were  taken  from  cups,  plates,  knives,  forks,  spoons 
and  drinking  glasses.  In  22  instances  the  bacterial  count  exceeded 
the  prescribed  limit.  Repeat  swabs  were  taken  at  the  premises 
concerned  and  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

14.  Provision  Shops,  Warehouses  and  other  Shop  Premises 

Four  hundred  and  thirty-four  inspections  of  provision  shops 
and  warehouses,  and  83  inspections  of  other  shop  premises  were 
made.  Twenty-four  informal  notices  were  served,  21  were  complied 
with  and  132  improvements  recorded. 

15.  Wet  and  Fried  Fish  Shops 

Ninety-six  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises.  One  in¬ 
formal  notice  was  served,  two  notices  were  complied  with  and  23 
improvements  recorded. 

16.  Butchers’  Shops  and  Premises  where 
Preserved  Food,  etc.  is  Prepared  or  Manufactured 

The  number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  in  accordance 
with  Section  67  of  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act,  1936 
decreased  by  one  from  the  previous  year  and  totalled  190.  Routine 
inspections  numbered  239  ;  12  informal  notices  were  served  and 

7  were  complied  with,  resulting  in  37  improvements. 
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With  regard  to  premises  where  preserved  food,  etc.  is  prepared 
or  manufactured,  59  inspections  were  made  of  the  55  registered 
premises  and  2  improvements  were  recorded. 

17.  Bakehouses 

Eighteen  routine  inspections  were  made  ;  one  informal  notice 
was  served,  one  was  complied  with  and  3  improvements  recorded. 

18.  Licensed  Premises 

Routine  inspections  numbered  105  ;  4  informal  notices  were 
served,  5  were  complied  with  and  20  improvements  recorded. 

Swabs  for  bacteriological  examination  were  taken  from  220 
drinking  glasses  at  54  licensed  premises.  Fifty-three  swabs  were 
reported  to  be  unsatisfactory  ;  repeat  swabs  were  taken  and  proved 
to  be  satisfactory. 

19.  Markets 

(a)  Retail  Market 

Fifty-four  routine  inspections  were  carried  out. 

(b)  Wholesale  Market 

The  decision  to  build  a  new  kitchen,  canteen  and  adequate 
sanitary  accommodation,  for  use  by  employees  and  buyers, 
on  the  existing  site  necessitated  temporary  facilities  which 
were  provided  in  the  yard  to  the  rear.  The  existing  build¬ 
ings  were  then  demolished  and  the  site  was  satisfactorily 
cleared  for  the  new  project. 

20.  Sales  out  of  Market  Licences 

Eleven  applications  for  licences  under  the  provisions  of  Section 
198  of  the  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Improvement  Act,  1869 
were  received  by  the  Markets  Manager,  who  referred  them  to  this 
department  to  ensure  that  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
(General)  Regulations,  1960,  were  complied  with  prior  to  the  issue 
of  the  licences  ;  five  applications  were  approved. 


90 


21.  The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

The  following  table  summarises  the  action  taken  regarding 
contraventions  of  this  Act  : — 


Article  of  Food 

Nature  of  Offence 

Action  Taken 

Loaf  of  bread 

Presence  of  extraneous 
matter 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendants 
fined  £5  with 
£5.8s.Od.  costs 

Pre-packed  butter 

Presence  of  foreign 
matter 

Letter  sent  to  vendors 

Jar  of  apricot  jam 

Presence  of  insect 

Warning  letters  sent  to 
firm  of  retailers  and 
firm  of  wholesalers 

Meringue 

Presence  of  small  spider 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
wholesaler/baker 

Pork  pie 

Presence  of  beetle 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
firm  of  wholesalers 

Wrapped  sliced  loaf 
of  bread 

Presence  of  extraneous 
matter 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
firm  of  retailer/bakers 

Devon  sandwich 

Presence  of  mould 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendants 

fined  £30  with 
£5.5s.Od.  costs, 
(advocate’s  fee) 

Pork  pie 

Presence  of  mould 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
firm  of  retailers 

Bread  roll 

Presence  of  insect 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
firm  of  retailer/ 
bakers 

Steak  and  kidney  pie 

Presence  of  a  hair 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
firm  of  retailer/ 
bakers 

Chestnuts 

Unsound  condition 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
retailer 

Bacon 

Presence  of  larvae 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
firm  of  retailers 

Ground  almonds 

Presence  of  sugar 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted.  Defendants 
fined  £5  with 
£10.19s.0d.  costs 

Tin  of  corned  beef 

Discoloured  condition 
of  the  inside  of  tin 

Warning  letter  sent  to 
firm  of  wholesalers 
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22.  The  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  contraventions  found 
and  remedied  with  regard  to  the  requirements  relating  to  food  prem¬ 
ises  under  Part  IV  of  the  Regulations  : — 

Contraventions 

Regulation  Found  Remedied 


14 

Sanitary  conveniences 

48 

32 

Hand  washing  notices 

26 

16 

16 

Wash-hand  basins 

58 

49 

17 

First-aid  materials 

12 

6 

18 

Accommodation  for  clothing,  etc. 

7 

6 

19 

Sinks 

20 

11 

16  &  19 

Soap,  towels,  etc. 

17 

14 

20 

Lighting 

1 

1 

21 

Ventilation 

5 

4 

23 

Cleanliness  and  repair 

100 

71 

24 

Accumulation  of  refuse 

5 

6 

25 

Temperature  control 

1 

— 

Totals 

300 

216 

With  regard 

to  other  requirements  of  the  Regulations,  the 

following  table 
remedied  : — 

gives  details  of  the  contraventions  found  and 

Contraventions 

Regulation 

Found 

Remedied 

5 

Insanitary  premises 

1 

— 

6 

Cleanliness  of  equipment 

12 

8 

8 

Risk  of  contamination  of  food 

29 

25 

9 

Personal  cleanliness 

4 

4 

29 

Vehicles  transporting  meat 

1 

1 

30 

Persons  carrying  meat 

2 

2 

Totals 

49 

40 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  a  carrier  in  respect 
of  the  use  of  a  meat  container  for  transporting  meat  and  other 
products  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  the  Regulations.  He  was 
found  guilty  on  four  charges  and  fined  £10  on  each  charge,  making  a 
total  of  £40.  He  was  also  ordered  to  pay  £1.  Is.  Od.  (advocate’s  fee) 
on  each  charge. 
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APPENDIX 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  respect 
of  the  year  1961  for  the  County  Borough  of  Wolverhampton 

in  the  County  of  Stafford 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937 

Part  I  of  the  Act 


1. — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

Ni 

imber  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
local  authorities 

72 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority 

810 

621 

118 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  local  authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

87 

6 

2 

Total 

969 

627 

120 

— 
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2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


1 

No.  of 

cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

i 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions  were 
instituted 

Particulars 

Refe 

rred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l.) 

_____ 

_____ 

. 

___ __ , 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2.) 
Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.3.) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(S.4.) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

floors  (S.6.) 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

2 

6 

— 

2 

— 

defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

136 

90 

— 

6 

— 

sexes 

Other  offences  against 

■ 

■ 

1 

■ 

the  Act 

(not  including  offences 
relating  to  outwork) 

Total 

138 

96 

— 

8 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork 


(Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

S< 

action  1 1 1 

Nature  of 
Work 

No.  of 
out¬ 
workers 
in  August 
list 

required 

by 

Section 

H0(l)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists 
to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

Wearing 
apparel 
(Making,  etc. 
Cleaning  and 

23 

Washing) 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or 

10 

partially  of  paper 

Carding,  etc.  of 

buttons,  etc. 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

36 

— 

— 

— 
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